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MEMOIR OF SAMUEL PHILLIPS, ESQ. 


LATE LT. GOVERNOR OF MASSACHUSETTS, 
Extracted from Dr. Tappan’s Sermon occasioned by his Death. 


¥ DOUBT not that you have all anticipated me,in applying the 

charatter juft drawn to the ExceLttent Man, whofe funeral 
rites we are now performing. His fervent and uniform piety, 
his upright and zealous devotion to every private and public duty, 
prompted and ftrengthened by large capacities for ufefulnefs, 
rendered him a diftinguifhed ornament and pillar both of the 
church and commonwealth. 

The Author of nature had beftowed on him many eminent 
gifts. Among thefe may be reckoned a clear apprehenfion; a 
found and penetrating judgment; a {pirit ardent and enterprif- 
ing, yet patient, deliberate, and perfevering ; a mind formed for 
great projects, yet fagacious, delicate, and cautious in the felec- 
on of objects, and in the choice and application of means. Thefe, 
and other excellent endowments were matured by liberal ftudies, 
purfued with manly diligence and virtue; and by a clofe obfer- 
vation of men and things. They were early and conftantly de- 
voted to the beft ends by a fublime {pirit of benevolence aud gods 
linefs. 

Such talents, thus employed, foon attracted the public efteem, 
He was very early called into the legiflative councils of this State, 
and for many years, and during the moft trying viciflitudes, was 
one of her moft efficient, ufeful, and approved ftatefmen, in the 
reprefentative or fenatorial branch of her government. Many 
fucceflive elections placed him at the head of her legiflature. In 
this high and delicate fituation he equally honoured himielf and 


benefited the commonwealth, by his punctuality and afliduity, 
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by his correétnefs and difpatch, by his mild, impartial, and dig- 
nified condu&. His wifdom, juftice, and patriotifm were for a 
long time exercifed in one of our judiciary departments; im which 
his ability and integrity, his patient, candid, and diligent atten- 
tion were univerfally approved. He took an early and decided 
part in the glorious conflict for American freedom and independ- 
ence; and by his example, counfels, and exertions, largely con- 
tributed to its fpirited profecution and profperous iffue. His well 
digefted ideas of the nature, and ftrong rmpreffions of the value 
of obedient liberty, joined with his enlightened zeal for the welfare - 
of his country, made him a firm and able fupporter of her local - 
and national conftitutions of government, and of thofe meafures, 
which gave them a full and energetic operation. He viewed her 
civil, moral, and religious eftablifhments, as under God, the fecu- 
tity, yea, the vital principle of her freedom and profperity. 
Agreeably, the piety of our illuftrious citizen was equal to his 
patriotifm. His religion fupported and exalted both his private 
virtues and public energies. He had ferioufly ftudied the evi- 
dence, the nature, and the worth of Chriftianity. From early 
youth he appeared to feel its fanétifying influence. While a mem- 
ber of the univerfity, he was a model and patron, not only of 
literary induftry, dignified manners, and the pureft morals, but of 
devout, ardent, yet rational piety. He there difplayed that capac- 
ity and zeal for ufeful projects, which remarkably diftinguifhed 
his future life. He was either a founder or leading member of 
three felect affociations, devoted to fcientific or patrietic purfuits. 
He alfo earneftly promoted, and ably aflifted m a fociety formed 
for religious and moral improvement. In the meetings of this 
fociety he gave ftriking proofs of his proficiency in divine wifdom, 
efpecially m the gift and fpirit of prayer. The humility and fer- 
vour, the propriety and eloquence, with wkich he afterward led 
the daily devotions of his family, will long be remembered even 
by his occafional guefts ; and his correfponding example, inftruc- 
tion, and govesnment in hts houfe, will, I hope, live not only in 
the grateful veneration, but in the pious and lafting improvement 


_of many, who were placed under his care. As his belief and pro- 


feffion of the gofpel were deliberate and unfhaken; fo his attend- 
ance on its ordinances, his exemplification of its virtues, and his 
zeal for its interefts, proclaimed the fincerity, the power, and the 
excellence of his faith. His ftrict and deep views of evangelical 
doctrine and duty, of human depravity and mediatorial mercy, 
evidently formed his heart to a penitent and lowly, a kind and 
eondefcending fpirit, joined with devout and habitual dependence 
on the grace of God through the atonement of his Son. At the 
fame time they produced high efforts of grateful zeal and imita- 
tion, fuited to the tranfcendent difcoveries and enforcements of 
benevolence and moral perfection, contained in the gofpel. 
Influenced 
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Influenced by thefe and fimilar fentiments, he was a diftinguifh- 
ed pattern of virtuous diligence and refolution. His mind was too 
ferious and benevolent, too active and great, to relifh or even en- 
dure the fancied pleafurcs either of ufelefs indolence or diflipating 
amufement. Both his folitary and focial hours were intenfely de- 
voted to fome objet of utility. His zéalous,induftry would hard- 
ly permit thofe paufes of application, and attentions to health, 
which might feem due to the delicacy of his frame, and the anx- 
ious concern of his friends and the public. 

This remarkable aétivity was joined with great economy and _fim- 
plicity. He was confcientioufly oppofed to that luxury and {plen- 
dour, which facrifice to perfonal vanity and pleafure the vo and 
opportunity, which Heaven beftows for very different ends. He 
wifhed to encourage thofe manners, which fuit a young republican 
community, and on which virtue and .contentment, profperity and 
ufefulnefs effentially depend. By cherifhing thefe habits in him- 
felf and his connexions, he aimed to increafe their power and dif- 
pofition to do good. ‘That ability and attention, which were 
hereby diverted from purpofes merely felfifh and vain, were earn- 
eftly directed to folid and charitable ufes. Which leads us to add, 
that 

His cordial and extenfive hofpitality, his tender and zealous 
patronage of friendlefs or indigent merit, his eager facrifices of 
private bufinefs and intereft to public exigence, his efforts to roufe, 
direct, and encourage the charity and public fpirit of others, his 
diftinguifhed contributions of time, influence and property to 
feminaries of learning and religion, loudly atteft his pure and exalted 
philanthropy. ‘Thefe and many fimilar faéts evince that he lived 
not to himfelf, but to the good of his fellow-men, and the honour of 
his God. 

The hifttery of man does not often furnifh a character fo full of 
various, well directed, and ufeful energies. It does not often illuf- 
trate the art of living fo much in fo fmall a compafs of years. 
Though our refpe&able Friend was cut off in the midit of his 
days,* yet if life be meafured by thofe exertions and improvements, 
which “ anfwer life’s great end,” he had attained to a rare and 
honourable longevity. 

At the laft annual election he was defervedly ratfed to the chair 
of Lieutenant-Governor ia this Commonwealth. Though his 
health was then greatly impaired by a threatening difeafe, his 
refpe&t to the public voice, and defire of continued ufefulnefs, 
prompted his grateful acceptance of the office, and as far as pof- 
fible, his diligent attendance on its duties. From this period the 
gael increafe of his bodily complaints, though it fufpended his 

ormer energies, yet could not ftop that mental fenfibility and ap- 
plication, to which his whole foul was attempered. During a long 


{cene 


Memoir of Samuel Phillips, Esq. 43 





* He died Feb. 10, 1802, £t. 50. 
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{cene of great animal debility, his mind was deeply and alternate- 
ly occupied with his temporal and fpiritual concerns, with the 
affairs of his beloved Academy, and with the {till weightier in- 
terefts of his country and of Zion. Thus “his ruling paflion 
was {trong in death ;” his foul was on the ftretch to do good al- 
moft to his lateft breath. «His hope of future happinefs, in the 
near profpe of diffolution, was that of a humble evangelical be- 
liever. Confcious of imperfection, and at the fame time of Chrif- 
tian fincerity and faithfulnefs, he renounced every plea of perfon- 


al merit, and “ looked for the mercy of our Lord Jefus Chrift 


unto eternal life.” 

N.B. To give the readera distinct view of his public offices and ser- 
vices, we beg leave to subjoin, that he was chose~. in his twenty-fourth 
year to represent his native town in the Provincial Congress at Water- 
town, in 1775 ; that he was a member of that Congress and the succeeding 
Houses of Represefttatives every year, till the adoption of our State Con- 
stitution in 1780 ; thathe was frequently employed uponimportant committees 
of those Houses during the revolutionary war, and spared no exertions in his 
power for attaining the object of that struggle ; that he was a member of 
the Convention, which framed the above-named Constitution, and of the 
committee, which prepared a draft for that Convention ; that on the adop- 
tion of this Constitution, he was elected a member of the first Senate un- 
der it, and was continued in that branch of the Legislature till 1801, ex- 
cept in the memorable year succeeding the insurrection, when his election 
was precluded by his mission, with that of two other distinguished patriots, 
to the western counties, who discharged their trust in a manner highly 

ateful and conciliatory; that he was chosen President of the Senate in 

785, and continued in that office, except in the year just mentioned, till 
he was called up to ahigher department. The unanimous vote, which, at 
almost every eleetion, gave him the presidency of the Senate, amid the di- 
versity of political opinions in that board, is a most honourable attestation 
of his merit and of the public esteem. He was appointed Justice of the 
Court af Common Pleas for the county of Essex, in Septeniber, 1781, and 
held that office till the close of 1797, when declining health, borne down 
by incessant fatigue, induced his resignation. 

His conspicuous services, talents and virtues not only placed him high in 
the popular affection and confidence, but procured him honourable testimo- 
nies from the most enlightened and respectable bodies. He was honoured 
witha place among the original members of the American Academy of 
Arts and Sciences, incorporated early in 1789; and also withthe degree of 
Doctor of Laws by Harvard University in 1793. 

Beside other illustrations of his desire to do good, which might be produc- 
ed, the author, in compliance with the wish of the Trustees of Phillips 
Academy, and with his own feelings, communicates the follewing facts. 

In an instrument, signed and sealed by Mr. Phillips, December 12, 
1801, he directs and binds his heirs and executors to pay to said Trustees 
One thousand dollars, to be by them and their successors always kept out at 
interest; one sixth part of this interest to be annually added to the princi- 


pal, and the other five sixth parts to be laid out.in the purchase of pious 


writings, viz. Dr. Doddridge’s Address to the Master of a family on fami- 
ily religion, his sermons on the religious education of children, the West- 
minster Assembly’s Shorter Catechism, &c. to be annually distributed 
among'the inhabitants of Anduver, according to the best discretion of sail 
Trustees, assisted by the Congregational ministers of thattown. He par- 
ticularly directs that the abovenamed Address on family religion be given 
’ ‘ many ee eA to 
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to every young man, about to enter into a family state. He further directs, 
that whenever the income of this fund shall exceed the objects above spec- 
ified, the surplus shall be applied to the use of Puiiitips Academy. 

In another instrument, dated January 27, 1802, he directs the sum of 
four thousand dollars to be paid in trust to the same Trustees, to be made 
a perpetually increasing fund in the same manner with the preceding, and 
the interest appropriated to the following purposes ;—viz. five sixth parts 
of the interest arising from one fourth part of said capital sum to be appli- 
ed partly for better qualifying females to teach in the district schools of 
Andover, and partly for extending the term of their instructions ;—and the 
five sixth parts of the intcrest of the remaining three fourth parts of said 
capital, to be laid out in procuring Bibles, Testaments, and Psalters, the 
pious writings mentioned in the former donation, and others of a similar 
character, to be distributed among poor and pious Christians, not belong- 
ing to Andover, and also among the inhabitants of new towns and planta- 
tions, or other places, where the means of religious knowledge are but 
sparingly enjoyed. Toenable the Trusteestc ici mthe most correct opin- 
ion of the proper objects of this donation, the) are desired to seek informa- 
tion from pious ministers of religion in different parts of the country. 

Thus this Curistran PuHrLantTHRoPrstT employed the last ebb of life, 
as well as his vigorous days, in liberal and zealous endeavours to promote 
the best interests of mankind. May his example provoke many to emu- 
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Religious Communications. 


LETTERS TO THE YOUNG. WO. IX. 


Continued from page 22. 

Dear Youth, : 
gq HE ferious, all important queftion muft again be afked; do 
you cordially receive the Lord Jefus for your almighty and 
holy Saviour, your delight and the object of your affectionate fer- 
vice ? If fo, your fouls will be fanctified by divine grace; you will 
row more and more like Chrift in this world, and be completely 
leffed in the enjoyment of him hereafter. If you do not thus re- 
ceive him, how criminal is your conduct and how gloomy is the 
thought of your eternal hereafter! “ Behold,” fays Jefus, ‘1 ftand 
at the door and knock ; if any man hear my voice, and open the 
door, 1 will come in to him, and will fup with him and he with 
me.’ Condefcending declaration! Yet millions of unholy crea- 
tures, unholy youth, will not liftento it. They do not love fuch 
aholy Gueft. To fuch let me fuggeft fome inducements to 2 
compliance. Do you confider the infinite greatnefs and excellency 
of the Saviour? His greatnefs is without beginning.and without 
limit. Before him angels bow, and feraphim cover their faces. 
He inhabits eternity, fuftains and governs the univerfe, and none 
can refift his power. He is the true God and eternal life. He is 
clothed 
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clothed with honour and majefty. In neglecting him, therefore, 
you defpife God your Creator and conftant Benefactor. And durft 
you thus treat a Being of infinite glory and dignity? Have you 
the hardihood to perfift in oppofition to the Majelty of heaven and 
earth? It isin vain for you to flatter yourfelves that you feel re- 
{pectfully towards God ; that you have never intended to affront 
him. What is the language of your conduct? Shutting the glo- 
rious and divine Saviour out of your hearts, can you offer a great- 
er affront to God than this? And ought not this to be contider- 
ed as an inducement to embrace Chrift, that you cannot neglect it 
without defpifing God? Is the thought fupportable, that by your 
indifference to the Redeemer, your condu@ plainly fhows how 
lightly and contemptibly you think of God ? 

2. The relation in which Chrift ftands to you muft operate on 
every ingenuous mind as an inducement to comply with his call. 
He is the Mediator between God and you. By him alone, can 
you ever be accepted of God. This relation, fuftained by 
Chrift, is far more endearing than that, which fublifts between 
parents and children. This our Saviour more than int- 
mated in thofe ftriking expreflions; ‘“ Whofoever cometh after 
me, and hateth not his father and mother, cannot be my difciple. 
Whofo loveth fon or daughter more than me, is not worthy of 
me.” In difregarding Chrift and his gracious calls, you trample 
upon this high and facred relation. What fixed obftinacy, what 
deep depravity do thofe children manifeft, who defpife and difobey 
a kind and worthy parent! Yet far more criminal is it for you to 
difregard the divine Mediator. You view with abhorrence the 
child, who mocks at his parents, and refufes all their counfels. 
But how much more worthy are you of the abhorrenee of all be- 
ings, while you turn away from Chrilt ! 

3. Confider how much Chrift has done for you. for you he 
condefcended to be born in a low, a defpifed, and fuffering {tate. 
For you he endured poverty, hardfhip and perfecution. . For you 
he went about doing good, communicating truth, and deteéting 
error. For youhe groaned and {weat, bled and died on the crofs. 
Never before did a benefactor manifeft fo much kindnefs, as Chrift 
has fhownto you. Gratitude for benefits is a duty fo natural-and 
obvious, that the moft depraved are afhamed of delinquency in 
this refpect. Should a worthy man expofe his reputation, his 
property and his life to deliver you from fome great evil, could 
you bear the thought of treating him with cold neglect and dif- 
dain? Vet this is but a very faint illuftration either of the pains 
Chrift has endured for you, or of the fhocking and ungrateful re- 
turns he receives from you, while difobedient to his commands. 
Shall it be efteemed fo great a crime to neglect an earthly bene- 
fa&or, and yet not be thought criminal to flight the heavenly 


Lover, who gave his life a ranfom for you? Yon ftand juftly 
charg- 
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charged with the vileft ingratitude, while you turn away from 
Chriitt. 

4. Every good being in the univerfe loves Chrift. None, who 
have any right feelings, treat him with neglect. All the holy in 
heaven and on earth admire and adore him. God loves him and 
repeatedly made this declaration; ‘* Thig is my beloved Son, in 
whom I am well pleafed.”. The holy angels love him, and le- 
gions of them ftand ready to obey the firft intimations of his will. 
The faints in heaven and,on earth love and truft and praife him. 
In neglecting the Saviour, you make a praétical declaration, tkat 
you feel oppofed to every good being in the univerfe; that you 
love what they hate, and hate what they love. And this will re- 
main true as long as you condué with fuch wicked indiffer- 
ence towards Chritt. 

5. In not hearkening to the’ Saviour, you take fides with the 
moft wicked, and malicious beings. Infernal fpirits wifh to have 
you condué in this manner towards Chrift. In refufing Chrift 
you gratify the malicious defires of the devil, who ufes every 
mean to deceive and deftroy you. He employed all his art to 
deceive and all his power to deftroy Chrift. And now his obje& 
is to injure Chrift’s caufe by preventing the wicked from embrac- 
ing him, and in tempting the young to delay an application to the 
Saviour, till fome more convenient feafon. Now will you take 
fides with the malignant {pirits of hell in their conteft with Chrift ? 
It is in vain for you to fay no; as long as you do not hearken to 
the gofpel. For Chrift has faid, “ He that is not for me is 
again{t me.” 

Therefore receive Chrift, or prepare to dwell a long eternity 
with thofe foul beings, with whom you join, in the regions of de- 
fpair. Can you flatter yourfelves, that you fhalk be able to live 
in the fervice of Satan, and yet go to heaven at lait, and be hap- 
py. with that Saviour, whom you reject ? “ Be not deceived.” 

AMATOR. 


el 


BRIEF SURVEY OF ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY, IN A SERIES OF LET- 
TERS TO A STUDENT IN UNIVERSITY, BY HIS FATHER- 





Letter 1. 
My Dear Son, 


THAT you might pafs through the allotted period of your 
mortal exiftence with reputation to yourfelf, with fatisfaction to 
your friends and with ufefulnefs to others; that you might enjoy 
the rational pleafures, which refult from {cientific purfuits, and, ef- 
pecially, that you might realize thole fablime joys and flrong con- 
folations, which are imparted by our holy religion, and finally at- 
tain to joys unfpeakable and full of glory, it has been my {olicit- 
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ous endeavour'to inftil inftru@ion into your mind from a very 
early period of your exiitence to the prefent time. 

For your literary acquifitions, preparatory to your admiffion 
into the Univerfity, of which you are now a member, you have 
been principally indebted, under the providence of God, to my- 
{elf Whatever was in my power to do for you, previous to your 
removal from my mere immediate care, has, I truft, ina good de- 
gree been done. During the three years you have been at col- 
lege, I have endeavoured to be as ufeful to you as poffible, in an 
uninterrupted and frequent correfpondence with you by letters, 
and other communications. But my greateft concern has been 
for your better part, your precious and immortal foul. 

Yo inftruct you into the pure and uncorrupted principles of 


_ Chriftianity, deeply to imprefs your mind with a fenfe of the 


worth of your foul, and of the unfpeakable importance of immedi- 
ately attending to its everlafting welfare, as the “ one thing need- 
ful,” has been the objeé& of my greateft concern and moft anxious 
attention. I pray God that my labours for your good may not 
be jn vain, My dear fon, let not my hopes be difappointed. 
“ Be wife, and my heart fhall rejoice, even mine. Thy father 
and thy mother fhall be glad, and the that bare thee fhall rejoice.” 

In the courfe of our correfpondence I have hitherto made you 
ao particular communications on ecclefiaftical hiftory ; and as you 
have paid but little attention to this interefting and ufeful fubjed, 
I have it in contemplation to tranfmit to you, from time to time, 
brief fketches upon it, accompanied with fuch remarks and reflec- 
tions, as may be fuggelted to my own mind. Mofheim will be my 
guide, to whom I thall be principally indebted, not only for the 
taéts which I fhall fate, but in many inftances; for the dre/s with 
which thofe facts will be clothed. If you would afcertain the full 
extent of my plagiari/ms, you will carefully read that juftly cele- 
brated hiftorian, which it is my wifh you would do by the firit fa- 
vourable opportunity. | 

In this letter it is my objec to trace the footfteps of divine 
Providence, with relation to the church of Chrift, from the com- 
mencement of the Chriltian era to the clofe of the firft century. __ 

Jefus Chrift, the eternal Son of God, and the founder of our holy 
religion, was, according to ufual computation, born about eighteen 
hundred years palt, in the reign of Augultus Cefar the Roman 
emperor. At this memorable period, the world was divided, 
with. refpe& to religion, into two great, or general fects, Jews and 
Pagans, the greater part of whom was fubje& to the Roman 
empire. 

“The government of this empire, confidered both with refpe¢t to 
its forms and its laws, was, for that period, mild and equitable, ai- 
though it muft be acknowledged that many oppreffions refulted 
from the corrupt adminiftration of its magiftrates. This period; 
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was alfo remarkable for the peace and tranquillity which general- 
ly prevailed through the world. It may, with much propriety, be 
ftyled the pacific age, when compared with preceding times, and 
the times which followed. 

But notwithftanding the world, in general, was in a ftate of un- 
common tranquillity, and its fituation, in a variety of ref{peéts, flour- 
ifhing and profperous, yet the molt grofs and abominable idolatr 
was generally prevalent. All nations, except the Jews, acknowl- 
edged a great number of governing powers, whom they called 
gods and goddeffes, and to whom they paid the moft flavifh, fu 
perftitious and horrid reverence, and religious rites. Nor were 
the Jews free from many abfurd traditions and fuperftitious cer- 
emonies. ‘The purity of their religion was greatly tarnifhed, and 
a jult fenfe of its fpirituality was almoft entirely obliterated from 
their minds. They had, indeed, the form, but were, in general, 
deftitute of the power of godlinefs. ‘Thus deplorable was the fit- 
uation of the world with refpect to religion! Nor were corrup- 
tion and licentioufnefs of morals much lefs prevalent, than idola- 
trous worfhip and fuperititious rites and ceremonies. 

At fuch an age as this, Chrift the fiin of righteoufnefs arofe upon 
the world. ‘The year, in which this glorious event happened, has 
not hitherto been fixed with abfolute certaintv. But this uncer- 
tainty is of no great confequence to us. In the great event itfelf 
we are cheifly interefted, and not in the precife time of its taking 
place. 

At the age of about thirty years, Jefus Chrift entered upon his 
public miniltry among this corrupt and finful generation ; in the 
difcharge of which he taught the moft pure and excellent doc- 
trines, inculcated the moft divine and falutary precepts, and leda 
life of the moft perfec fanctity. 

This divine teacher feleéted twelve perfons from among the 
Jewilh nation, denominated apoftles, and feventy others, called dif- 
ciples, whom he fent forth to teach and to preach in his name, 
and to propagate and eftablifh his religion. It is fuppofed that 
he limited the number of his apoftles to twelve, in allufion to the 
twelve tribes of Ifrael ; and that by the choice of feventy, as his 
diiciples, he defigned to admonifh the Jews that the authority of 
their council, or fanhedrim, which alfo confifted of feventy, was 
at an end, and that all power, with refpect to religious matters, 
was vefted in him alone. 

During the miniftry of Chrift, a confiderable number of the 
Jewith nation acknowledged him, as the Sen of God and Saviour 
of the world. They cordially embraced his religion, and a firm 
foundation was foon laid for its future extenfion. 

Having purfued his public miniftry for the {pace of about three 
years, he was betrayed, by the infamous and infernal treafon of 
an apoftate member of his family, into the mercilefs hands of a 
Vel. V. No. 2. G brutal 
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brutal foldiery. In confequence of this, he was firft brought be- 
fore the Jewifh high prieft and fanhedrim, and injuriouffy aceuf- 
ed. Thence he was dragged to the tribunal of Pilate, the Ro- 
man pretor, and there accufed of treafon before Czfar. Pilate, 
though willing to releafe him, was fo intimidated by the clam- 
gurs of an enraged populace, that he was conftrained to pro- 
@unce fentence of death againft him. 

As a moft important end of Chrift’s miffion was to make ex- 
piation for fin, fo, when all things wére ready, and when he had 
finifhed the work of his glorious miniftry, he voluntarily fubmit- 


ted to the bitter and ignominious death of the crofs. ‘Thus died 


the Son of God, the divine Founder of our holy religion, and was 
buried ! But having remained three days in the fepulchre, he 
rofe triumphant from the dead, and afcended into heaven, after 
remaining and converfing forty days with his difciples. His af- 
cenfion was in the view of the moft credible witneffes, that telti- 
mony might hereby be given, that he was the Son of God with 
power. 

Until this period we are to confider the Jewifh church as exift- 
ing. Chrift was, as to his birth,a Jew. He was accordingly 
eircumcifed and fubmitted to other Jewifhrites and ceremonies, 
hereby fulfilling all righteoufnefs, as enjoined by the Jewifli ritu- 
al. By his death he put an end to the obligations of the Mofaic, 
or ceremonial law of the Jews. This law was hereby. fimifhed, 
and fuperfeded. And now we are to confider the Chriftian 
church or difpenfation as commencing. 

‘ | will now lead your mind to the contemplation of the progrefs 
of this church, with attending circumftances. 

About fifty days after the afcenfion of Chrilt into heaven, he 
gave his afflicted apoltles a ftriking proof of that majefty and pow- 
er, to which he was exalted, by the effufion of the Holy Ghoft up- 
on them, according to promife, before his crucifixion. By this 
great and wonderful event they were endued with a variety of 
gifts, particularly the gift of tongues, and became eminently qual- 
ified to preach the golpel to the different nations of the world. 
Thus qualified, and relying on the prefence, direétion and aid of 
Chrilt, they began their glorious miniftry by preaching the gof- 
pel according to his pofitive command frf to the Jews, labouring 
to bring them to the faving knowledge of the truth as it is in Jefus. 
Nor were their labours unfuccefsful. Thoufands. were foon con- 
verted, by the inftrumentality of their preaching, to the Chriftian 
aith- 

‘ From the Jews they pafled to the Samaritans, to whom they 
preached with fuch power and efficacy, that great numbers of 
them acknowledged and embraced Jefus of Nazareth, as the true 
Meffiah. Diftinét churches were foon formed in Paleftine, or the 
land of Judea, and the adjacent countries. Nor did they remit 
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their diligence, till the divine lamp of the gofpel fhone upon al- 
moft every nation of the earth. 

The firft Chriftian church, founded by the apoftles, was that of 
Jerufalem, which feems to have bgen the model of all thofe that 
were afterwards erected, during the firt century. This church 
was under the {pecial governance of the apoftlesthemfelves. The 
other principal officers were elders and deacons. The duty of in- 
ftruction was, principally, at leaft, devolved upon the apoitles and 
elders, while the deacons were to affift in the celebration of the 
facrament, to receive donations for, and to diftribute them, accord- 
ing to their difcretion, among the poor of the church. The 
‘members of this church, who were pofleffed of property, and, in- 
deed, Chriftians in general, during this period, were remarkable 
for their liberality to their indigent brethren. For atime, the 
rich and the poor appear to have had all things common. 

After founding and organizing the church at Jerufalem, the 
apoftles travelled over a great part of the known world, and in a 
fhort time planted a vaft number of churches among the Gentiles ; 
feveral of which are mentioned in the facred writings. 

Thus profperous, for a time, were the events which happened 
to the Chriftian church. But now events of a calamitous nature 
begin to take place. 

otwithftanding the moft amiable virtues adorned the lives of 
Chriftians in general, the unbelieving Jews were ftirred up with 
virulence and malignity againft them, the priefts and rulers ef- 
pecially. They not only loaded with injuries and reproach, the 
apoltles of Chrift and their followers, but condemned as many of 
them as they could, and executed upon them, in the moft inhuman 
manner, their fanguinary decrees. 

The murder of Stephen, and of James, the fon of Zebedee, fur- 
named the juft, furnifh dreadful examples of the truth of what we 
here advance. ~The church of Chrift had, in no period, more bit- 
ter and defperate enemies than thefe fame Jews, to whom the Sa- 
viour was more efpecially fent. But foon did the moft fignal marks 
of diving jultice purfue this devoted people. The cruelties, which 
they exercifed upon Chrift and his difciples, were dreadfully avenged. 
That God, who, for fo many ages, protected the Jews with an out- 
ftretched arm, withdrew his aid. He gave up Jerufalem, with its 
famous temple, to be deftroyed by Vefpafian and his fon Titus. 
An innumerable multitude of this infatuated and finful people mif- 
erably perifhed by famine, by fire and fword, and the reit were 
abandoned to a yoke of fevere bondage. 

However virulent the Jews were againft the Chriftians, yet upon 
many occafions they wanted power to execute their cruel purpofes, 
This was not the cafe with the heathen nations; and, therefore, 
from them the Chriftians fuffered the fevereft calamities. The 
Romans are faid to have purfued the Chriftians, with the utmoft 
virulence, 
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virulence, i in ten fucceffive perfecutions. Nero, the Roman empe- 
ror, was the firft who enacted laws againft them. In this, he was 
followed by feveral other emperors. 

That the ruin of Chriftians might, as foon as poflible, he accom- 

plithed, the moft opprobrious calumnies and fcandalous libels were 
raifed againtt them. All the calamities, wars, tempelts, difeafes, 
&c. which afflicted mankind, were attributed to them, as the caufe. 
Of what abfurdity as well as malice, may not the enemies of the 
crofs of Chrift be guilty ! 

They, who, at this and in fubfequent periods of ie church, fell 
by the hand of bloody perfecution in the caufe of Chrift, were call 
ed martyrs, which, in the divine writings, fignifies stentiag and 
they, who, when before the Roman tribunals, dared to itkAow, 
ledge Chrift and to profefs their attachment to his religion, in fpite 
of threatenings, and the danger of imprifonment and death, were 
denominated confefors. Such characters were, by Chriltians in 
general, held in very high veneration. 

The number of Chriftians, who fuffered martyrdom, was very 
great. The earth drank the blood of many thoufands. During 
the erfecution, which the Chriftian church fuffered under the reig 
of Domitian, who was almoft equal to Nero in cruelty, Nene 
Roman perfonages of the firft diftin@tion, who had embraced the 
Chriftian reltgion, had the honour to endure martyrdom, in the 
caufe of the de/pifed Jefus of Nazareth. It was in this perfecution 
that the apoftle John was banifhed to the Ifle of Patmos. 

As to the ftate of learning, or fcience, at this period, the apof- 
tle Paul has given us a jult idea of it in thefe words, “ Profane and 
vain babblings, and oppofitions of fcience falfely fo called.” Vari- 
ous were the fchemes of philofophy, taught and advocated i in the 
heathen world. The apoftle Paul we find mentioning two fects 
of philofophers, which a8 found at Athens, viz. the Epicurean and 
Stock. Elfewhere we find him admonifhing Chriftians to beware 
left they “ be {poiled by philofophy.” Their notions with refpect 
to the divine Being and religious fubjects, although in fome re- 
{pects rational and jult, were, in pencial, a compound of contra- 
diction and abfurdity. 

As to the ftate of letters and philofophy among thé Jews, this 
exhibited a ftrong refemblance to the heathen philofophy ; or 
rather, it was the fame philofophy accommodated to the Jewith 
religion, and tempered with a mixture of fome truth. — 

It was my defign, my dear fon, to give you a fummary view 
of the ftate of i Chriftian church, &c. during the ‘whole of the 
firft century, in this letter ; but finding that this would {well its 
fize, beyond its contemplated limits, my concludinz fketches, in 
relation to the church, during this period, will be roferved for a 
future communication. : 

You 
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‘You will readily perceive, from the brief review you have had 
of the wretched ftate of the world, with refpeé& to religion, at the 
birth of Chrift, that mankind, at that period, were in the greatelt 
need of a divine teacher to inftruét them into the true and certain 
principles of religious wifdom; and indeed, that fuch inftruétion has 
been highly important and neceffary in every fubfequent period. 
Their lack of vifion was great, and they were ready to perifh. But 
through the tender mercy of God the day- fpring fromm on high 
vifited them, to give them light while fitting in darknefs and in 
the fhadow of death. This light hath not only rifen upon the 
world, but it hath inereafed in {plendour, although, at particular 
periods, greatly obfeured by clouds and darknefs. 

Almotft all the great and precious privileges, enjoyed in the 
Chriftian world, are owing to the light of the glorious gofpel. 
By this it is that life and immortality are difclofed to our view; 
and to this light are we indebted for our hopes of future felicity. 
How great is the obligation of all, who enjoy the inftruction of the 
gofpel, with unfeigned hearts and with joyful lips, to blefs God, 
their Saviour, for this unfpeakable gift, and to exprefs their grati- 
tude by living according to the ened received! Yet, ftrange as 
it may appear, there now is, and there always has been, from the 
commencement of the Chriftian era, a fet of vain, unthinking be- 
ings, who, through philofophifm and fcience, falfely fo called, treat 
with negleé, and even pointed contempt, the religion of Jefus, 
the glorious gofpel of the grace of God. Idolizing their own 
boafted reafon, which, in its beft eftate, is but vanity, they proudly 
depreciate the treafures of wifdom contained in this bleffed book, 
as unworthy their regard. Thus man, who is born like the wild 
fs’ s colt, would fajn be wife! “What arrogance, what ftupidity 
is this! Lord what is man ! 

The preceding {ketches you will perceive furnifh a very cogent 
argument in fypport of the truth of Chriltianity, as a revelation 
from Heayen. How was it poflible that the firft heralds of 
the gofpel, a mere handful of men, and thefe, fifhermen 
and publicans, who muft have been held in low efteem by their 
own nation, and, as being Jews, muft have been odious to the Gen- 
tiles—how was it softible that fuch men fhould arreft, as well the 
attention of the learned and mighty, as that of others, and 
induce them to renounce their deep rooted prejudices, and_ their 
favourite religious dogmas, and to embrace a new religion, which 
was in direét oppofition to their former views, their unhallowed 
paflions and depraved inclinations? Could fuch men, illiterate, 
defpifed and unaided by the arm of civil power, have effected 
theie things, had not God been with them of a truth ? Surely when 
we confider the rapid progrefs of Chriftianity, not only among the 

ews, but efpecially among the Gentile nations, and by what 
weak and feeble inftruments that great and amazing event was 
brought 
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brought about, we find the moft convincing evidence that an om- 
nipotent and invifible hand was the immediate caufe. How ftrik- 
ing, from this confideration, is the evidence of the truth of Chrif- 
tianity! What argument or proof is fufficiently ftrong to carry 
conviction to the mind of the infidel, that the religion of Jefus is 
worthy of all acceptation, fhould this be ineffectual ? 

You perceive that notwithftanding a confiderable number of 
the Jewifh nation embraced the gofpel, yet that the great body of 
them rejected it ; in confequence of which, the moft awful judg- 
ments of Heaven fell upon them. They were miferably deltroyed 
by famine, by fire and the fword. This event fhould fuggelt to 
your mind the confideration, that a finful people are punithed for 
their fins, in a national capacity, in this world only, as, in the future 
world, all national diftinctions will be done away. What reafon 
then is there for fear, that when national wickednefs becomes 
great, that nation will be vifited with the befom of deftruétion ! 
As the Jews were terribly deftroyed by the vengeance of Heaven 
for their infidelity and wickednefs, fo, whenever the wickednefs of 
any nation comes to the full, that nation muft expect likewife to 
perifh. Did not the God of recompenfe deftrey, for their crying 
abominations, the inhabitants of the old world, the cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrah, the Canaanites, the Babylonian, the Medo-Perfian, 
the Grecian and the Romanempires? And have we not abundant 
reafon to believe, that he is now fcourging the nations of Europe 
for their aggravated national fins! Have we not much reafon 
alfo to apprehend that thefe United States will, ere long, experi- 
ence fome dreadful national judgment, unlefs a fpeedy and tho- 
rough reformation fhould happily prevent the cataftrophe ? 

How great, how malignant is the depravity of the human heart ! 
How fixed its oppofition to that heavenly wifdom, which is pure, 
peaceable, gentle, and eafy to be entreated, full of mercy and good 
fruits, without partiality and without hypocrify! How ftrikingly 
is this fentiment illuftrated by the inhuman and_ bloody perfecu- 
tions, to which Chriftians were fubject, during the period of the 
prefent review! ‘Their benevolent and pacific difpofitions, their 
inoffenfive and amiable manners, and the purity of their lives, 
could not fcreen them from the malice and rage of unprincipled 
and wicked men. How complete is the depravity of the human 
heart! Surely it is enmity againft God, and againg his Chritt ; 
enmity again{t his people and caufe! How juit, how perfeétly ac- 
curate isthe delineation of men, drawn by the unerri@g pen of in- 
{piration. Their throat is an epen fepulchre ; with their tongues they 
have b deceit ; the poifon of afps is under their lips ; whofe mouth is 
full of curfing and litterncfs. Their feet are fwift to fhed blood. De- 


firudion and mifery are in their ways, and the way of peace they have 


not known. O what madnefs is there in the human heat! How 
deep rocted and inveterate are its prejudices againit the truth as it 
is 
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isin Jefus! How is it difplayed, when unreftrained, by the moft 
inhuman deeds, and the molt fhocking enormities ! 

But how powerful and falutary is the influence of true religion, 
the religion of Jefus, upon the mind! How dear to the heart of 
the real Chriftian! Such was its influence upon the minds of the 
primitive Chriftians, fo dear was it to their hearts, that for the 
fake of it they forfook their worldly enjoyments, and in many in- 
ftances parted with life itfelf. Rather than abandon the caufe of 
Chrift, or make fhipwreck of their faith, they cheerfully gave their 
bodies to be burned, and embraced death in its moft frightful 
forms. But is the Chriftian religion, my fon, thus dear to us? 
For the fake of it, or rather than abjure it, do we ftand ready to 
facrifice all our enjoyments, and, if called to it, to part with our 
lives? This queftion may be as needful as it is trying. What is 
your anfwer ? Should God, in his providence, place you in a fitu- 
ation, either to fuffer perfecution even unto death, or to deny 
Chrift and renounce his religion, and you were to prefer the 
latter to the former, how fad would be the evidence, that like the 
young man inthe gofpel, you were in one thing wanting, the one 
thing needful! \t would furnith very ftrong evidence that you were 
a ftranger to the power of godlinefs. He, who would thus fave 
his life in this world, muft expect to lofe it in the world to come. 
O my dear fon, fo refle& upon this fubjeé&t as to afcertain what 
your real character is ; fo reflect upon it as to receive the faving 
impreflion of wifdom. N— E. 


To be continued. 
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A LETTER FROM AN AGED MINISTER TO MR. H—— AND WIFE, AF- 


TER THE DEATH OF THEIR SON, WHO WAS LEFI TO DESTROY 
HIMSELF. 


My dear Friends, 

HEARING that you have lately met with a fore and diftref- 
ing affliétion in the death of a fon, and that the manner of his 
death was attended with fome aggravating circumftanees, I 
hope, that you will always bear it on your minds, that the great 
Sovereign.of the univerfe hath an indifputable right to difpofe of 
all his creatures as feemeth good in his fight; and that nothing 
can feem good to him (who is goodnefs itfelf) but what is fo ; i. e. 
but what is really beft to be done, or permitted: and although 
clouds and thick darknefs are round about him, to our apprehen- 
fion, yet righteoufnefs and judgment are always the habitation 
of ,his throne, yea mercy and truth meet together in all difpenfa- 
tions, towards his believing people, even under the moft gloomy 
afpects of divine Providence that attend us in the prefent world ; 
and although we know net now how to reconcile thofe feeming 
contradictions 
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contradictions (becaufe of our great ignorance and fhort fighted- 
nefs) we thall know how to doit hereafter, and be able to fay, with 
the moft cordial approbation of the divine government, that hé 
has done all things well with refpect to the world in general, and 
with refpect to his own people in particular; hence we have that 
extenfive new covenant promife to live upon, by faith, recorded in 
Rom. viii. 28. All things fhall work together for good to them 
that love God—even all things without exception, i. e. the molt 
diftreffing difpenfations and awful dealings of our covenant God. 
Hence thofé that ftand not only in a vifible, but in a real faving 
covenant relation to God by faith in Chrift, may have trong 
confolation under their foreit troubles and moft grievous afilic- 
tions, having the promife and oath of that God, who cannot lie, 
for their fecurity, that all things fhall eventually turn out to theif 
real advantage ; although at prefent God’s dealings towards them 
may feem to threaten their utter ruin, yet they wilt fooner ot 
later be fatisfied that in the hard things they have met with, God 
meant all for their good. As in the example of the patriarch Ja- 
cob, although he conceived that fome of the Lord’s dealings 
were againft him, when his fon Jofeph was not, and his beloved 
Benjamin was called for, yet he found in the conclufion that the 
Lord meant all for his good and advantage. Oh! my dear friends, 
the Lord Jefus Chrift, the moft fkilful, faithful, and compaffionate 
phyfician of fouls knows belt how to cure our moft inveterate foul 
difeafes, and that defperate maladies fometimes require defperate 
remedies ; we may with the greateft fafety venture ourfelves in his 
faithful hands to deal with us as feems good unto him; he that 
has died for us, can do us no wrong, but will furely do us good ; 
only let us carefully obferve his prefcriptions, who always fuits 
his remedies to the nature of the diftemper, and the ftrength of 
the patient, that is committed to him for a cure; and he cannot 
err in his judgment, as the moft fkilful earthly phyficians fome- 
times do; he never overdoes nor is deficient ; for he knows exa¢t- 
ly our frame and conftitution, how much and how little we can 
bear, and it is only when there is need that we are in heavinefs for 
afeafon, as the apoflle {peaks 1 Peter i. 6. “ ‘Though now for a fea- 
fon (if need be) ye are in heavinefs through manifold temptations.” 
Chriftians have need of trials for the mortifying their corrup- 
tions and to increafe-their grace, and make them meet and fit for 
heaven ; indeed we fhould never feel any afflictions from the hand 
of.a compaffionate God, if there was no need of it ; for he afflicts 
got willingly any of the children of men, much lefs his own chil- 
dren ; nor would they ever feel the rod, if their need did not call 
for it; even then, it is but for a feafon, a fhort time, that their afflic- 
tion lafts ; vo longer and no heavier than is really needful gnd 
neceflary for them. Hence God’s children are no lofers, but 

great gainers, by al} their trials and afflictions, 
May 
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May I not fuppofe that you have fometimes prayed to God 
that he would by any means, (that he in his wifdom faw fit) 
wean your affections from the world, and feparate your hearts 
more from fin, and all your idols. If fo, it may be, that what you 
have met with, being beft calculated for that good purpofe, has 
come in anfwer to your prayer; for it is written in Pfalm lIxv. 5. 
“« By terrible things in righteoufnefs wilt thou anfwer us, O God 
of our falvation.” This l apprehend may be underftood of the re- 
bukes which God fometimes gives to his own people; he often in 
his providence anfwers his people’s prayers by terrible things ; 
but then it is always. in righteoufnefs, and as the God of their 
falvation ftill. 

O labour by faith to look more at things unfeen, and lefs at 
things feen ; for things feen are temporal and foon pafs away ; but 
things unfeen are of eternal duration. It was fuch a look of faith 
as this that kept the primitive Chriftians from famting under all 
their great tribulations. Oh! my dear friends, beg of God in 
Chrift to give you fuch a faith as this, for your fupport under your 
prefent trials ; and under your prefent difcomfituresdo as Han- 
nah did, go to the throne of grace in the name of Jefus Chrift, and 
pour out all your complaints before the Lord; yea, follow the 
example of the difciples of John, when their Mafter was beheaded : 
go and tell Jefus of your troubles, and you may foon find him to 
fympathize with you under them; yea more, he will bear the 
heft of your burden; if you will caft it on him, you fhall find reft 
to your fouls according to his promife, Matt. xi. 28, 29. 

The Lord is wont to train up his children by dark difpenfations 
of his providence to fuch a faith as Abraham had, even to believe 
in hope againft hope ; fuch.as Job\had when he faid, although he 
flay me, yet will I truft inhim. Hence he fometimes referves his 
fevereft trials for his greatelt favourites. I hope, my dear friends, 
that you will not fuffer yourfelves to pore fo much on your afflic- 
tions as to overlook your merciés: but take a thankful notice of 
thofe mercies that are ftill continued to yourfelves and to your 
furviving children, who have fhared in God’s preventing good- 
nefs and common reftraining grace; if we were left to ourfelves, 
we fhould all be our own deltroyers. It is indeed of the Lord’s mer- 
cies that we may yet both hope and quietly wait for the everlaft- 
ing falvation of God through the merits of the Redeemer. 

I do hope and truft that this. afflictive difpenfation will turn to 
your everlafting good, and the fpiritual good of your furviving 
children, by their wife and cautious improvement of it. So wifh- 
ing this may be the happy iflue thereof, I reft your fympathizing 
friend, hk eh” 
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EMINENT WITNESSES TO EXPERIMENTAL RELIGION. 
Continued from p. 27. vol. y. 
NO. XXPIII. MR. HUMP. DITTON.* 


Born A. D. 1675 6. Died 1715. 


HERE are many inftances of perfons educated in fecular life, 
afterwards engaging in the miniftry with great fuccefs ; 
but the prefent inftance is juft the reverie. 

Mr. Ditton was regularly educated to the miniftry, and after 
the clofe of his ftudies, preached for fome time at ‘T'unbridge-Wells ; 
and yet, upon the death of his father, (at whofe defire he had 
been thus educated} he wholly laid afide the facred funétion, and 
applied himfelf to his favourite ftudy of the mathematics ; fome of 
his publications on which, foon recommended him to the notice 
of Sir Jfaac Newton, and by his intereft he was chofen matter of the 
new mathematical {chool in Chrilt’s Hofpital, which he enjoyed 
with credit to his death. What is molt remarkable, Mr. Ditton’s 
declining the miniftry could not proceed from his averfion, or in- 
ability for theological ftudies, as appears from his excellent ‘ Dif- 
courfe on the Refurrection of Jefus Chrift ;” nor yet from a want 
of fervour in the caufe of Chrilt, as it appears by his diary, that he 
dived in daily communion with God, and enjoyed much of the di- 
vine prefence. 

The following is the introduétien to his Diary, which he calls 
“A Journat, containing the moft remarkable Tranfaétions of the 
‘Little World, in my own Breatt. “ 

Dec. 29, 1701. 

“If there be fo much stabi in the conduct of worldly men, 
- who keep exact accounts of their lofles and gains; how wife a 
conduét is it for a Chriltian, whofe traffic is with the invifible world, 
_ to reduce his concerns toa certain calculation ! If the new creature be 
' the offspring of heaven, where it is formed, and be deftined by God 
to divine poffeffion alone ; how advifable is it, carefully to attend the 
- growth of this God-like birth in a man’s foul, and fee its improve- 
fment in beauty and glory, from one degree to another! I am 
valtly pleafed to travel over, with my eye, a map of this great 
world ; hiftory is a moft delightful entertainment to me; but 
what world fo near me, as that enclofed within my own breatt ! 

What 
* Gos. Mag. 1777. p. 393, &c. 
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What hiftory fo-profitable as that of mydelf, in relation to God 
and a future ftate? The .aious of heroes in former ages are 
very pleafant and furpriling ; their virtues are charming, though 
they appear at fuch a diltance ; and their pi&ures, drawn in life- 
lefs hiftory, excite an agreeable pleafure and admiration of them. 
But I have nobler {cenes opening themfelves to me, in. my own 
breaft {1 am here taken ‘up with the moft glorious concerns of an 
immortal life, now beginning within me. I have the ftupendous 
work of God in grace to. ftudy, obferve, cultivate, and improve ; 
a victory, to contemplate, that fhall end in everlafting triumph ; 
and a conflié, in order thereto, to be happily managed, with which 
all thofe upon record are, in comparifon, but as children’s play. I 
mutt, therefore, carry on the bleffed work of prefenting the true 
hiftory ‘of myfelf, daily to my own eyes; for to defer it longer, 
is to offer plain violence to confcience, and a&t contrary, both to 
former and more modern experiences.” 


NO. XXIX. ROBERT NELSON, ESQ.* 


Born A. D. 1636. Died 1714 or 15. 


THIS gentleman received his education under the learned bifh- 
op Bull, to whofe fentiments he appears.attached, and fer whom 
he performed the friendly office of biographer. Mr. Nelfon wrote 
feveral works, chiefly practical; .but his ‘*Companion for the 
Feafts and Fafts,”’ is in the moft eftleem, and highly commended 
by the late bifhop Horne,t among others. 

In his laft illnefs, he profeffed a firm affiance in the mercies of 
God, through Chrift Jefus, and a full affurance of hope in the di- 
vine promifes, by which he was enabled to die in peace and 
comfort. 

In his * Companion,” above-mentioned, on whit-funday, in an- 
{wer to the inquiry, “ What is the peculiar office of the Holy 
Spirit ?”’ he replies : 

“To fancéify and renew our corrupt nature, and to reftore its 
primitive perfe&ion and dignity. For, fince without holinefs it is 
impoffible to_pleafe God, or attain that happinefs which confifts in 
the enjoyment of him, and that the frailty and weaknefs, as well 
as corruption of our nature, is fo great, that we are not able, of 
ourfelves, to accomplifh this mighty work—God hath been gra- 
cioufly pleafed to grant us his Hoty Spirit, to be the Author of 
all internal holinefs, and the principle of our fpiriiual life ; and, 
confequently, it is this blefled Spirit gives clearnefs to our faith, 
zeal to cur charity, and ftrength and power to all our graces.” 

} THE 
* Bio. Brit. and Wilford’s Lives, p. 25. 
+ Primary charge. 
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- THE PRAYING SHEPHERD. 


NOT long after the year 1662, Mr. Grove, a gentleman of 
great opulence, whofe feat was near Birdbufh, Wilts, (England) 
upon his wife’s lying dangeroufly ill, fent to his parifh minilter to 
pray with her. When the me age camé, he was juft going out 
with the hounds, and fent word he would come when the hunt 
was over. At Mr. Grove’s exprefling much refentment againft 
the minifter, for choofing rather to follow his diverfions than attend 
his wife under the circumftances in which fhe then lay, one of the 
fervants faid, “Sir, our fhepherd, if you will fend for him, can 
pray very well; we have often heard him at prayer in the fields.” 
Upon this, he was immediately fent for ;, and Mr. Grove afked him, 
whether he ever did or could pray. The fhepherd fixed his eyes 
upon him, and with peculiar ferioufnefs in his countenance, replied, 
“% God forbid, Sir, I fhould live one day without prayer.” Here. 
upon he was defired to pray with the fick lady; which he did fo 
pertinently to her cafe, with fuch fluency and fervency of devo- 
tion, as greatly to.aftonifh the hufband and all the family who were 
prefent. When they arofe from their knees, the gentleman ad- 
dreffed him to this effeé& :—“ Your language and: manner difcover 
you to be a very different perfon from what your prefent appear- 
ance indicates. E conjure you to inform me ‘who and what you 
are, and what were your views and fituation in life before you 
came into my fervice.”” Whereupon he told him, he was one of 
the minifters who had been Jately ejeéted from the church, and 
that, having nothing of his own left, he was content for a liveli- 
hood to fubmit to the honeft and peaceful enjoyment of tending 
fheep. Upon hearing this, Mr. Grove fatd, “Then you fhall be 
my Jbepherd,”—and immediately erected a meeting-houfe on his 
own eftate, in which Mr. Ince preached, ard gathered a congre- 
gation of Diffenters, which continues to fubfift to this day. 


——=b ¢ ae 


INTERESTING NARRATIVE OF A NEGRO SALE AT DEM- 
ARARA. ) 

The following very interefling account of a Sale of Negroes, is taken from 
Dr. Pinckard’s late publication, entitled, * Notes on the Weft Indies Pe 
a work well worthy the attention of the friends to the Abolition of the 
Slave Trade, as it contains frefb proofs of the degraded and miferable 
Situation of our African brethren, who are the vidims of that wicked 
trade. | ime ee 
“A FEW days ago, I had the opportunity of being prefent at a 

more regular fale or market of flaves than I had feen before ; and 

here I witneffed all the heart-rending diftrefs attendant upon 

fuch afcene. I faw numbers of our fellow-beings regularly bar- 


tered for gold, and transferred like cattle, or any common mer- 
ie . chandife, 
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chandife, from one ‘poffeffor to another. It was a fight which 
European curiofity had rendered me defirous to behold, although 
} had anticipated from it only a painful gratification. I may new 
fay, I have feen it !—and while Nature animates my brealt with 
even the feebleft {park of humanity, 1 can never forget it ! 

“*The poor Africans, who were to be fold, were expofed naked 
in a large empty building, like an open barn. Thofe who came 
with intention to purchafe, minutely infpected them, handled 
them, made them jump, and ftamp with their feet, and throw out 
their arms and their legs, turn them about, looked into their 
mouths, atid according to the ufual rules of traffic with refpeé& to 
cattle, examined them, and made them fhew themfelves ina varie- 
ty of ‘ways, to try if they were found and healthy. All this was 
diftrefsfal as humiliating, and tended to excite {trong averfion and 
difguft ; bat a wound, ftill more fevere, was inflicted on the feel- 
ings, by fome of the purchafers felecting only fuch as their judg- 
ment led them to prefer, regardlefs of the bonds of nature and 
affection! The urgent appeals of friendfhip and attachment were 
unheeded,—fighs and tears made no impreffion,—and all the im- 

loring looks and penetrating expreflions of grief were unavailing ! 

ungry commerce corroded even the golden chains of affection, 
and fordid mtereft burft every tie of nature afunder. ‘The hui- 
band was taken away from the wife, children feparated from their 
parents, the companion was bought away from his friend, and the. 
brother not fuffered to accompany the fifter. In one part of the 
bts. was feen a wife clinging to her hufband, and befeeching, 
in the ftrongeft eloquence of nature, not to be left behind him ! 
Here was a fifter hanging upon the neck of a brother ; and with 
tears, entreating to be led to the fame home of captivity! There 
ftood two brothers, enfolded in each other’s arms, mutually be- 
wailing their threatened feparation. In other parts were friends, 
relatives, and companions, praying to be fold to the fame matter ; 
ufing figns to fignify that they would be content with flavery, 
might they but toil together! Silent tears, deep fighs, and heavy 
lamentations befpoke the univerfal fuffering of thefe poor blacks, 
and proved that nature was ever true to her feelings. Never was 
fcene more diftrefsful! Among thefe unhappy degraded Africans 
fcarcely was there an unclouded countenance! Every feature was 
veiled in the filent gloom of wo, and forrowing nature poured 
forth in all the bitternefs of affliction. A whole holt of painful 
ideas rufhed into my mind at the moment. In fad contemplation, 
all the diftorted images of this abhorrent traffic prefented them- 
felves to my recolle&ion. The many horrors and cruelties, I had 
fo often heard of, appeared in their worft fhape before me ; and my 
imaginatien was acutely alive to the unmerited punifhment fome- 
times inflicted, the inceffant labour exacted, the want of freedom, 
and all the catalogue of hardfhips endured by the flaves. I en- 
deavoured 
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> 
deavoured to combat the effect of .thefe impreflions by attaching 
my mind to oppofite images. ‘The, kind-treatment of negroes, 
under humane mafters,. occurred to me; I recolleéted-the :com- 
fort and harmony of the flaves I had lately feen at Profit! I con- 
templated: their freedom from care, and the many anxieties of the 
world, and I remembered the happinefs and contentment exprefs- 
ed in their fongs and merry dances; but, all in vain! the repug- 
nant influence would not be thus cheated. With fuch diftrefs be- 
fore my eyes, all palliatives were unavailing. . ‘The whole, was 


’ ‘wrong, and not to be juftified. I felt that; 1 execrated every prin- 


ciple of the traffic; nature revolted at it; and I condemned the 
whole fyftem of flavery under all its forms and:regulations. 
“ When purchafed, the flaves were. marked by placing a bit of 
ftring, or of red or white tape round their arms or necks. One 
entleman, who bought a confiderable number of them, was pro- 
ceeding to diftinguifh thofe he had felected, by tying abit, of red 
tape round the neck, when I obferved two negroes, who were 
ftanding together entwined in each other’s arms, watch him with 
great anxiety. Prefently he approached ‘them’; and after making 
his examination, affixed the mark only to one of them. ‘The other, 
with a look of unerring expreflion, and with an impulfe of mark- 
ed difappointment, cait his ‘eyes up to the purchafer, feeming to 
fay, “ And will you not have me too ?”—then jumped, and danced, 


’ and ftamped with his feet, and made other figns to fignify that 


he alfo was found and ftrong, and worthy.his choice. He. was 
neverthelefs paffed by unregarded ; upon which he turned again 
to his companion, his friend, brother, whichever he was, took him 
to his bofom, hung upon him, and in forrowfyl countenance ex- 
preffed the Rrongett marks of difappojntment and affliion. The 
feeling was mutual,—it arofe from reciprocal affection, His 
friend participated in his grief, and they both wept bitterly, -Soon 
afterwards, on looking round to complete his purchafe, the plant- 
er again paifed that way, and not finding any one that better fuit- 
ed his purpofe, he now hung the token of choice round the neck of 
the negro whom he had before difregarded., All the powers of 
art could not have effected the change that followed ; more gen- 
uine joy was never exprefled! His countenance became enlivened, 
grief and fadnefs vanifhed, and flying into the arms of his friend, 


he careffed him with warm embraces, then fkipped, and jumped, 


and danced about, exhibiting all the pureft figns of -miith and 
gratification. His companion, not lefs delighted, received him 
with reciprocal affection ; and a more pure and native fympathy 
was never exhibited! Happy in being again aflociated, they now 
retired apart from the crowd, and fat down, in quiet content- 
ment, hugging and kifling the red fignal of bondage, like two 
attached and affectionate brothers,—fatished to toil out their 
days for an unknown mafter, fo they might but travel their 

journey 
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journey of flavery together. In the afternoon of the fame day, 
1 chanced to be prefent when another gentleman came to purchafe 
fome of the flaves who were not fold inthe morning. After look- 
ing through the lot, he remarked that he did- not fee any who 
were of pleafant countenance; and going on to make further ob- 
jections refpecting their appearance, he was interrupted by the 
vender, who remarked, that at that moment they were feen to 
great difadvantage, as they looked worfe “ from having loft their 
friends and affociates in the morning.” Ayei truly, I coald 
have replied, a very powerful reafon why they are unfit for fale 
this afternoon! If to be of fmiling countenance were neceffary to 
their being fold, it were politic not to expofe them for long to 
come. Still fome were felected, and the mark of purchafe being 
made, the diltrefsful f{cene of the morning was in a degree 
repeated. . 

“A few of the moft ill-looking only now remained. Thefe 
remained to a future day ; and would probably be fold, not to the 
planters, but to the boat-women, tailors, huckfters, or fome of the 
inferior mechanics or fhopkeepers of the town, at a price 
fomewhat lower than that demanded for the more robuft and 
well-looking ; and, alas! though leaft able to bear fatigue, thefe 
feeble beings would mott likely be fubjected to a far more heavy 
flavery than thofe of ftronger frame.” 





i 


FORMER DAYS CALLED TO REMEMBRANCE. 


RUMINATING on my fituaticn, and the fenfible difference 

I felt in my Chriftian experience, from what 1 had here- 

tofore known, and which was exceedingly diftrefling, I was forci- 

bly impreffed with the apoftle’s advice: * Call to remembrance 

the former days.”’ I inftantly determined to undertake the pain- 

ful but profitable exercife ; but no fooner had I formed the refo- 

lution, than I found a fomething within, greatly averfe to the 

mortifying tafk. A fuggeflion from an enemy, faid, “ Retrofpe& 

is not always pleafing. On a review of paft days, you will dif- 

cover much ambition, folly, and ignorance interwoven with the 

bef actions of life ; and a view of this chequered piece will only 

pain and diltrefs the foul.” I began to hefitate :—Reluctance had 

almoft conquered me; when I heard an heavenly Counfellor fay, 

** Let not the children of this generation aé wifer than the chil- 

dren of light.” I obferved the worldling comparing, examining, 

_and adjufting his accounts ; afcertaining his gain or lofs : the former 
yielding pleafure,—the latter exciting to diligence and care. ‘“ Jf 

this man,” faid I, * is fo interefled in things that peri/b, how exr- 

_ neftly ought I to be concerned about thofe things that are ot inj- 
. nile importance?’ ‘This refleé&tion overcame my reluctance, and [ 

re-refolved'to “ call. to. remembrance former days.”’ 


Paffing 
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Paffing by thofe days which I devoted to carnal purfuits, when 
I lived “ without God, without Chrift, and without hope im the 
world,” I began to reflec on my firft exercifes of mind, when (af- 
ter the Holy Spirit convinced me of fin, humbled me at the 
Divine footftool, and led me earneftly to cry, ** Lord, fave, or I per- 
ith!) 1 was favoured with a rich difplay of pardoning love, 
through the previous blood of Jefus. My fears vanifhed ; I arofe 
from the ground, wiped away my tears of grief; and, realizing 
the infinite mercy of God in Chrift Jefus, I exclaimed, “ Is not 
this a brand plucked from the fire !”? Wrapt in an extacy of joy, 
and defirous that the whole creation fhould affift my grateful foul 
in celebraving the praife of my Lord, I exclaimed, “ Sing, O ye 
heavens, and be joyful, O earth, for the Lord hath redeemed 
Jacob, and glorified himfelf in. Ifrael!”” The chains of unbelief 
and the fetters of guilt being knocked off, my eager foul inquir- 
ed, “ Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?’ My bufy thoughts 
were contriving to fpread the fame of my much-beloved Saviour. 
T hailed thofe around me, and faid, “ Come hither all ye that fear 
God, and I will tell you what he hath done for my foul.” I was 
ready, on al occafions, to fpeak to poor finners of a precious, pre- 
cious Saviour. Fired with zeal, I made my way amidit oppofi- 
tion troyn the world, fin, and Satan ; not intimidated by difficulties, 
I endured, “as feeing Him that is invifible ;” coufident of a Sa- 
viou.r’s love, I boldly preffled forward, endured the crofs, defpifed the 
fhiuzme, and exclaimed, “ who fhall feparate me from the love of 
‘Chrift ?? My foul was alive to fpiritual exercifes, and lively in 
them. O how welcome was the return of each Lord’s day! 1 
was glad when they faid, Come, let us go upto the houte of the 
Lord.” What happy days I then enjoyed !—“how fweet their 
memory fill!’ Then I could lay afide the trifling concerns of 
this world, and gladly meet the people of God for focial prayer 
and praife! What delight did I find in affociating with experi. 
mental Chriftians ! —what pleafure did I enjoy in retirement !— 
what holy indignation againft fin did I difcover !—and how ani- 
mating were the thoughts of heaven to my foul, as a place of per- 
fect holinefs and eternal happinefs ! 

But ah! where are all thefe feafons of enjoyment now ?—where 
is the bleflednefs I knew when firft I made a profeffion of attach- 
ment to Jefus Chrift >—Alas! where is now my zeal for the dear 
Redeemer, my delight in Sabbaths, my affection towards experi- 
enced Chriltians, my readinefs to feize opportunities for prayer, 
my patience under fufferings, my deadnefs,to the world, my de- 
votednefs to God? Ah, my foul, what an affecting reverfe has 
taken place! ‘QO thatit were as in months paft !” 

And what is the caufe of this painful change? Is there not 2 
caufe ? Doubtlefs, there is ; and thou, my foul, canft trace it out. 
“Call to remembrance the former days, when thoy wah fhy of 

thy 
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thy clofet ; when fecret prayer was frequently omitted ; when the 
precious Bible was feldom confulted ; when unneceffary affociation 
with worldly men commenced ; when fhynefs towards the Lord’s 
children was difcovered ; when family prayer was neglected (at 
leaft, once a day) ; when Chriftian watchfulnefs was difregarded ; 
when worldly cares were cherifhed ; when fin was trifled with ; 
when remonttrance from confcience was in vain; when O, my 
foul, I tremble to finifh the melancholy picture ! I remember patt 
days, and am troubled! This day I remember my fins, and my 
{pirit within me is humbled. O fafcinating, bewitching world ! 
O deceitful and defperately wicked heart, what have ye done for 
me !—how have ye wounded my peace, and overwhelmed me in 
diftrefs ! and is there no hope for a foul thus falien ?—mulft I yield 
to black defpair? ‘Call to remembrance, my foul, the former 
days,” and encourage hope in “the God of all grace.” Thou 
hait been brought low, but the Lord hath helped thee. “TI will 
look again to his holy temple.” Who can tell but he will again 
reftore my foul? His arm is not fhortened; his ear is not heavy ; 
his bowels of compaffion are not exhaulted ; he is fill full of com- 
paflion, plenteousin mercy; “he waiteth to be gracious ;’’ his 
promife is fure; his covenant is immutable: why then, O my 
foul, fhouldit thou defpair? 1 will arife, and go to my Father.” 
He .that pitied the prodigal will not reject thee, when, like him, 
thou cafteft thyfelf at his feet in forrow, and {upplicatelt his mer- 
cy. Hark! he invites thee to return. “Take with you words, 
and turn unto the Lord: fay unto him, Take away all iniquity, 
receive us gracioufly, and love us freely.” Behold, dear Lord, I 
come to thy footftool, —O heal my backflidings, reftore my foul! 
I have finned, and done evil in thy fight; but “thou art a God, 
full of compaflion and gracious, long-fuffering and plenteous in 





-mercy and truth. O turn unto me, and have mercy upon me! 


Shew mea token for good.” ZAIR. 
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SUBJECTS FOR CONSIDERATION. , 


° Continued from page 33. 


No. IT. 

6. Confider the Nature of the Chriffian Religion.—It is that way of 
ferving and pleafing God, which is eftablifhed in and by Jefus 
Chrift, and which is taught usin the New eftament. Do you 
take, careto learn your religion from thence; or have you no re- 
ligicn? If you have none, are you not hypocrites? For do you not 
profefs fome religion or other? If you have no religion, furely 
you have no confcience ; and if no confcience, what are you? If 
you have any religion, where is it? From whence do you learn it? 
From the cuftoms and commands of men? From your parents and 
education ? Alas! are cuftoms always good? Is education al- 


e Vol. V. No. z. I ways 





66 Subjects for Consideration. [ Fuly, 


ways agreeable to the word of Chrift ? Do you pretend to be Chrif- 
tians, and yet not know what Chriltianity is, and what it means? 
Are you ftrangers to the religion you pretend to, and by which you 
hope to be faved ? Do you think that a religion you do not un- 
derftand would do you any good, or that it is enough to have the 
name of religion, when you have none of the power and practice ? 
How eafily do poor fianers delude their own fouls, and cheat them 
into eternal darknefs ! 

7- Confider the Bible.—The book that God has fent you, to teach 
you the way to heaven, and happinefs, and himfelf—the book that 
Isto make you good and wife, yea wife to falvation—the book 
that contains the law of God and gofpel of Chrift ; the law which 
is expreflive of your obligation ; the gofpel which is the way m 
which you are to be pardoned and faved, and accepted with God. 
There you are told what God has done in the world; how he 
dealt with man when he had made him good and happy ; what 
he defigned by fending his Son, and what the Son of God has done 
to redeem and recover loft finners to God. There you learn how 
holy men have walked with God, and have been blefled by Him ; 
and how evil men have offended him, and have been punifhed.— 
There you are taught how to believe and repent, and overcome the 
world, and be eternally happy. O blefled book ! how is it flight- 
ed and defpifed ! O wicked world! that will not value, and ftudy, 
and learn the book of God, and word of truth, and word of falva- 
tion ! Oh the patience of God, to bear with a world, that difre- 


-gards and forfakes his law and covenant, his will and grace difcov- 


ered to perifhing mankind ! 

8. Confider the Lord Fefus Chrif.—How often do you fpeak of 
him! Yet how little do you knowhim! What! know ye not 
Chrift ? Is he the Head and Author of your religion, and yet not 
know him ? Are you called by his name—called Chriftians, and yet 
not know who Jeius Chrilt is? What do you think of him ? What 
are his excellencies ? Or has he none in your eyes? Whatdo you 
think of his perfon, his office, work, and defign ? What do you 
think of his taking our nature, and coming into our world ? What 
do you know of his life and death, of his. miracles, and righteouf- 
nefs, and Spirit ? What do you know of his dying for our fins, and 
for our redemption ; of his rifing from the dead, and going up in- 
to heaven, and fending downhis Holy Spirit ? What do you know 
of his reigning and interceding in heaven, and of his defigning to 
come again to judge the whole world? O blind neglecters of 
your own fouls, that will not know and remember him that came 
to redeem and fave mankind! How will you look him in the face 
when he comes again ? 

g. Confider what Repentance and Converfion are.—It may be you 
have often heard the name, but little know the thing. Do you 


know what it is to be new born, or born from above, or to havea 
heart 
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heart and mind renewed by the Spirit of God ? Know you not that 
you have need that a great change fhould be made upon your hearts 
and con{ciences, before you can be fit to enter into heaven ? Do 

ou not know what repentance is ; that it isa turning with your 
whole heart from fin to God! See you not that you muft be entire- 
ly altered in temper and in fpirit, before you can be fo holy as fome 
others, and before you can love God and Chrift with all your mind 
and itrength ? Do you not perceive how vain and foolifh, how car- 
nal, and wordly, and corrupt you are ? Do you not fee that you 
have need to be new creatures ; to have new hearts, a new fpirit, 
new affections, that you may be fuch as the word of God requires, 
and fuch as may be prepared for death, and an appearance before 
God ? How long will you continue in your fins ; in the love and 
practice of them? How long will you live enemies to God, with- 
out converfion, or turning to the living God? Zurn ye! turn ye ! 
Why will ye die ? 


To be continued. 


——~s + @ | 


ANECDOTE. 


THE following anecdote of Calvin, while it does much hon- 
our to his moral and religious character, is a curious hiftorical 
fa&, which deferves to be generally known. It was related at 
Geneva by Deodati, one of Calvin’s fucceffors, to the firit Lord 
Orrery, who flourifhed under the reign of Charles the firft. The 
extract is taken from, ‘ The flate letters and memoirs of the right 
Hon. Roger Boyle,’ page 4, 5. 

“‘ Eckius being fent by the Pope, legate into France, upon his 
return refolved to take Geneva in his way, on purpofe to fee 
Calvin; and if occafion were, to attempt reducing him to the 
Roman church. Therefore, when Eckius was come within a 
league of Geneva, heleft his retinue there, and went, accompani- 
ed but with one man, to the city, in the forenoon. Setting up his 
horfes at an inn, he inquired where Calvin lived, whofe houfe be- 
ing fhown him, he knocked at the door, and Calvin himfelf came 
to open itta him. Eckius inquiring for Mr. Calvin, he was told 
he wasthe perfon. Eckius acquainted him, that he was a ftran- 
ger; and having heard much of his fame was come to wait upon 
him. Calvin invited him to come in, and he entered the houfe 
with him; where difcourfing of many things concerning religion, 
Eckius perceived Calvin to be an ingenuous, learned man, and de. 
fired to know if he had a gardento walk in. To which Calvin 
replying he had, they both went into it; and there Eckius began 
to inquire of him why he left the Roman church, and offered 
him fome arguments to perfuade him to return; but Calvin 
could by no means be inclined to think of it. At laft, Eckius told 
him, that he would put his life in his hands ; and then faid he was 

. Eckius 
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Eckius the Pope’slegate. At this difcovery Calvin was nota lit- 
tle furprifed, and begged: his pardon, that he had not treated him 
with that refpect which was due to his quality. Eckius returned 
the compliment, and told him if he would come back to the Ro- 
mai church, he would certainly procure for hima cardinal’s cap. 
But Calvin was not,to be moved by fuch an offer. Eckius then 
afked him what revenue he had. He told the cardinal that he had 
that houfe and garden, and fifty livres per annum, befides an annu- 
al prefent of fome wine and corn; on which he lived very con- 
tentedly. LEckiustold him, that a man of his parts deferved a 
greater revenue ; and then renewed his invitation to come over to 
the Romifh church, promifing him a better ftipend if he would. 
Bur Calvin, giving him thanks, afflured him he was well fatisfied 
with his condition. About this time dinner was ready, when he 
entertained his gueft as well as he could, excufed the defeéts of it, 
and paid him great refpect. Eckius after dinner defired to know 
if he might not be admitted to fee the church, which anciently was 
the cathedral of that city. Calvin very readily anfwered that he 
might ; accordingly, he fent to the officers to be ready with the 
keys, and defired fome of the fyndicts to be there prefent, not ac- 
quainting them who the ftranger was. As foon therefore as it 
was convenient, they both went towards the church ; and as Eck- 
ius was coming out of Calvin’s houfe he drew outa purfe, with 
about one hundred piltoles, and prefented it toCalvin. But Cal- 
vin defired to be excufed. Eckius told him, he gave it him to buy 
books as well as to exprefs his refpeét for him. Calvin with much 
regret took the purfe, and they proceeded to the church, where 
the fyndicts and officers waited upon them; at the fight of whom 
Eckius thought he had been betrayed, and whifpered his thoughts 
in Calvin’s ear; but Calvin affured him to the contrary. There- 
upon they went into the church; and Eckius, having feen all, told 
Calvin he did not expect to find things in fo decent an order, having 
been told to the contrary. After having taken a full view of 
every thing, Eckius was returning out of the church; but Calvin 
ftopped him a little, and calling the fyndiés and officers together, 
took out the purfe of gold, which Eckius had given him, telling 
them that he had received that gold from this worthy ftranger, 
and that now he gave it to the poor, and fo put it all into the poor 
box that was keptthere. The tyndicts thanked the ftranger, and 
Eckius admired the charity and modefty of Calvin. When they 
were come out of the church, Calvin invited Eckius again to his 
houfe, but he replied, that he muft depart; fo thanking him for 
all his civilities, offered to take hisleave. But Calvin waited upon 
him to the inn, and walked with him a mile out of the territories 
‘of Geneva, where, with great compliments, they took a farewel 
of each other.” 
Eckius was a very learned divine, profeffor in the Univerfity of 
Ingolftadt, memorable for his oppofition to Luther, Malancthon, 
and other reformers in Germany. RELIGIOUS 
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ZIGHTH MEETING OF THE MAS- 
SACHUSETTS MISSIONARY SO- 
CIETY. 

Tue Massachusetts Missionary So- 
ciety held its eighth meeting in Bos- 
ton, May 26, 1807. A number of min- 
isters and others being present, the 
meeting was opened by prayer by 
the President. The annual Report 
of the Trustees was read by the 
Secretary : 


ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD 
OF TRUSTEES OF THE MAS- 
SACHUSETTS MISSIONARY SOCI- 
ETY. 

The Board of Trustees are requir- 
ed by the Constitution to make to 
the Society a Report of their pro- 
ceedings during the year for which 
they were appointed. They regret 
that they are so imperfettly prepar- 
ed to discharge this duty. They 
can only state in general, that they 
have caused to be distributed among 
poor people in the District of Maine, 
Vermont, and Rhode Island a large 
number of books, principally tracts 
and magazines. The Rev. Curtis 
Coe was appointed at the beginning 
of the year, to perform a mission of 
five months in the State of Rhode 
Isiand ; and again at our semiannual 
meeting in autumn, to resume 
without delay, and to continue to the 
present time, his missionary labours. 
Mr. Coe has accepted of these ap- 
pointments ; and, as appears from 
ample testimonials, has laboured 
with fidelity and effect. Mr. Amos 
Pettingill was appointed at the be- 
ginning of the year, on a mission in- 
to the northwestern parts of the 
State of New York, but having been 
previously engaged by the ad 
Hampshire Missionary Society, was 
obliged to decline this service. Un. 
der a second appointment, however, 
made in autumn, he has been en- 
gaged in a mission, for about sixteen 
weeks, in that part of the country. 
From his communications.it appears, 
that his labours were well accepted, 





much needed and useful. 
their continuance, he rode 1050 
miles, preached 74 sermons, attend- 
ed 3 funerals, 1 prayer meeting, 6 
lectures, and more than 40 confer- 
ences ; visited 3 sick persons and 
12 schools; assisted in forming 5 
churches ; admitted 5 persons into 
the church ; administered the Lord’s 
supper 5 times; baptized 5 adults 
and 45 children. Besides these 
services, he frequently made public 
addresses on baptism and other re- 
ligious subjects ; visited many fam- 
ilies, and frequently conv ersed with 
individuals on doctrinal and experi- 
mental religion. 

The Rev. Ammi Nichols, agreea- 
bly to appointment, has been on a mis-~ 
sion for several months in Vermont, 
and the western parts of the State of 
New-York. During his missionary 
tour, he rode upwards of 1300 miles, 
preached 126 discourses, attended 
22 conferences, visited six schools, 
many families, and the sick, as op- 
portunities occurred. 

The Rev. David Thurston was 
appointed for the year, the Rev. 
John Sawyer for eight months, and 
Mr. Samuel Sewall for six months, 
ing the District of Maine. Messrs. 
Thurston and Sawyer have failed. 
Mr. Sewall has executed his mis- 
sion. 

The Rev. William Riddel was 
appointed in the autumn session to 
perform a mission in the Black river 
and Genesee country, to continue 
until the meeting of the Society. 
From written documents furnished 
by him it appears, .that Mr. Riddel 
has executed his mission laborious- 
ly and faithfully. During his la- 
bours in the missionary field, he 
rode 1496 miles, preached 198 ser. 
mons, attended 3 conferences, as- 
sisted in admitting 4 members into 
churches, baptized 2 adults and il 
infants, and visited 6 schools. 

The Board congratulate the So- 
ciety in view of the general prosper- 
ity of the missionary interest. 
Though 
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Though the hopes of its friends are 
not fully realized in the effect im- 
mediately produced, they have no 
such disappointment as ought in the 
least degree to discourage them. 
Beyond all doubt, these missionary 
exertions meet the approbation of 
Him, whose prerogative it is to give 
the increase ; and who will see to it 
that the labours and sacrifices of 
his people are not in vain. The 
missionary spirit does not appear to 
languish. Resolution is active 
throughout the respective Societies 
in Europe and in this country ; and 
their combined efforts must issue in 
a glorious result. Our own Society 
is in a state of prosperity. Letus, 
brethren, be determined that we 
will persevere in the interesting 
cause in which we have engaged. 
Let us trust a faithful Ged. Zion 
must rise. In due season we shall 
reap if we faint not. 

The Society proceeded to the 
choice of officers for the ensuing 
year, when the following were 
chosen : 

Rev. Dr. Emmons, President. 
Rev. Jacos Norton, Secretary. 
Deacon Joun Simpkins, Treasurer. 


The Presipent, Ex Officio, is 

Rev. Messrs. 
Davip SANFORD, A.M. 
Danie. Hopkins, aA. M. 
“SAMUEL SPRING, A. M. 
SAMUEL NILES, A.M. 
Joun CRANE, D. D. 
SAMUEL AUSTIN, A. M. 
JONATHAN STRONG,A. M.’ 
Jacos NorToy,A. M. 
Sam’Lt WORCESTER, A. M. 
Evijau PARIsH,A.M. | 
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A sermon was preached by the 
Rey. Elijah Parish, in the evening, 
jn the Old South, Haggai i. 8, Go 
up tothe mountain, and bring weod, 
and build the house. 

The assembly was numerous, at- 
tentive, and solemn; the music ap- 
propriate and pleasing; and a libe- 
ral collection, for the benefit of the 
Missionary Society, was had on the 
occasion. 


The following persons are ap- 
pointed, by the Trust, missionaries 
for the present vear. 

Rev. Curris Coe for 

Island. 
Mr. Merrit, Gennesee. 
Mr. SamMvueLwt Sewatl, New 
Hainpshire. 

Rev. Mr. Cram, Western Indians. 

Mr. Bar.ey, Maine. 

Mr. Tuomrson, Lake Champlain. 


Rhode 


The Rev. Samuel Worcester is 
appointed second preacher for the 
next anniversary. 


The sermon preached this year, 
before the society, is published, and 
deposited with the printers of the 
Magazine, at No.53, Cornhill, Boston, 
Each member of the Socicty may 
receive one of the skid sermons, at 
said place. ' 


By the desire of the Society, the 
publishing committee of the Maga- 
zine, express their gratitude to 
those societies and individuals, who 
by their liberal donations have given 
such decided evidence of their ap- 
probation of the Society’s exertions 
to promote the salvation of those of 
our fellow men, whose local situa- 
tion prevents their enjoying those 
precious gospel privileges which we 
are favoured with. 

It is with increasing satisfaction 
that we inform our friends, that the 
Society is increasing; its funds 
progressing ; liberality continues 
to devise liberal things ; our mis- 
sionaries revive our hopes, by the 
glad tidings which they bring from 
the wilderness; sinners hear; In- 
dians wish to know something about 
Jesus Christ; the friends of the 
Redeemer are glad, and rejoice ; 
societies are forming ; churches are 
gathered ; schools are opened ; and 
many are looking to this Society, 
era with importunity requesting 
that gospel ministers may be sent 
among them. 


CENT INSTITUTION. 

A number of Bibles, Testaments, 
Dr. Watts’ psalms and hymns, Dr. 
| W atts’ 
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Watts’ divine songs; school books, 

&c. have been purchased by money 

collected by the cent society ; w hich 

have been disposed of agreeable to 
the desire of the members of that 
benevolent institution. We expect 

a more particular account of books, 

purchased by, and given to the 

Missionary Society will speedily i 

transmitted to the Editors, and pub. 

lished in the M: anaes for the in- 
formation of the generous donors. 

Many valuable books have been pre- 

gented to the Society ; some are on 

hand; some hundreds heve been 
sent to the District of Maine ; num- 
bers have been, by our missionaries, 
conveyed to the frontiers, and given 
to persons, who could not obtain 
books of that description. The 
Trustees have a committee, whose 
business it is to attend to that inter- 
esting business. Their doings, when 
obtained, will be published for the 
satisfaction of our female friends, 
and others, who by casting their 
cents into our treasury, have added 
hundreds of dollars to our dittle fund. 

To the Editors of the M. M. Mag- 

azine. 7 
GENTLEMEN, 

Agreeably to an article in the con- 
stitution of the Rhode Island Mis- 
sionary Society, they request the 
privilege of presenting to the pub- 
lic, through the medium of your 
Magazine, the following account 
of their state, and of the transac- 
tions of their late meeting. 

At the Annual Meeting of the 

Missionary Socicty of Rhode Island, 


sholden at Newport, May 6th, 1807 : 


fs meeting was opened with pray- 
r, by the Moderator. A leiter from 
a = Lashes of ladies in this place was 
then received, containing and pre- 
senting to this society forty dollars. 
In return to which it was 
Voted, That the thanks of this So- 
ciety be made to them for their be- 
nevolent designs and exertions in 
forming themselves into a society, 
and for their respectable donation. 
It was also 
Voted, That the thanks of this So- 
@iety be made to the Trustees ofthe 
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Massachuse'ts Missionary Society, 
for their laie donation of pamplilets 
and for their appointment of ‘ Mis- 
sionary to labour inthis state. Also 
that a continuance of their favours be 
requested. 

Voted, That the thanks of this So- 
ciety be made to the Rev. Curtis 
Coe, Missionary from the Massa- 
chusetis Missionary Society, for his 
benevolent and assiduous labours i in 
the missionary field of this state and 
its vicinity. 

Voted, That, in testimony of our 
regard ‘and desire for the prosperi- 
ty ‘of the Church and Society, lately 
under the care of the Rev. Mr. Snow, 
in Providence, we present them fifty 
dollars. 

Voted, That the ministers of the 
Original Association of Windham 
county, Connecticut, and other min- 
isters in the vicinity of this state, be 
requested to become members of this 
Society, and to unite their exertions 
& influence to extend our usefulness. 

Voted, That the Rev. Messrs. Pat- 
ten and Tenney, and Messrs. J. Den- 
ison and G. §S. Sillaman, Esg. bea 
committee toprepare and publish a 
pamphlei to extend the knowledge of 
this Society, and to solicit attention 
to its interests. Adjourned to the 
tame and place of public exercises 
tomorrow. 

May 7th. Attended the public 
exercises of the Society; _ after 
which, the Society proceed@ to 
business, an 

Voted, That the thanks of the So- 
ciety be made to the Rev. T. H 
his appropriate and excellent dicourse 
delivered before them this day. 

Voted, That the Rev. Messrs. C. 
J. Tenney and T. Williams be the 
one preachers before this Society. 

fotel, That the officers for the 
ensuing year be as follows; to wit, 

The s same, who oflici: ated the last 
vear ; and that the Rev. T. Williams, 
Calvin Park, professor in Brown 
University, and Capt. P. Clark, be 
added to the standing committee. 

The meeting, after a concluding 
prayer, was adjourned to the even- 
1 gof the next election day ; the dis- 
course to be delivered the subsequent 
evening. With 
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With peculiar pleasure, the So- 
ciety observe, that their numbers 
and united exertions have not a lit- 
tle increased the last year. Divine 
Providence has evidently rendered 
the acceptance and success of our 
missionaries with the inhabitants of 
the State more distinguished than 
usual. Our present prospects for 
exertions and success are uncom- 
monly promising. The missionary 
from the Massachusetts Missionary 
Society and the pamphlets, which 
have been received and distributed, 
have been most obviously instru- 
mental of extensive good. The 
missionaries employed by ourselves 
have been, the Rev. James Davis, 
who has been successfully itinera- 
ting the whole year, but has been 
supported partly by those to whom 
he has ministered, and partly by 
the Society ; also the Rev. Thomas 
Holt, who has performed services 
at two different periods, of a few 
weeks each, and has been gratefully 
received. Our missionaries for the 
current year are the Rev. Messrs. J. 
Davis for most of the year, and T. 
Holt, and the writer of this, for a 
few weeks each. Also we can but 
indulge the hope of some missionary 
assistance from the Massachusetts 
Missionary Society. Knowing, how- 
ever, the situation of many parts of 
this State, we can but request the 
ervent supplications of all the 
s of our common Lord, that 
ountains mav flow down at his 
nee, and’his high way be ex- 







By Order of the Society, 
Caves J. Tenney, Sec’y. 
Newport, May 7, 1807. 





AN ACCOUNT OF THE LATE 
RELIGIOUS ATTENTION IN 
WRENTHAM, MASSACHUSETTS. 


The first appearance of the spe- 
cial, serious attention in this place, 
was in the last of October, or first of 
November, in 1804, at a private re- 
ligious meeting. Before that time, 
the state of religion and the pros- 
pects of the church were frequently 
mentioned and lamented by persons 


of serious & reflective minds. A very 
considerable part of the church con- 
sisted of members advanced in life. 
Few appeared to fill the places of 
those who died from year to year. 
Fears were entertained, that senti- 
ments, not conducive to piety, were 
more or less prevalent. The eftu- 
sion Of the Spirit had been an ob- 
ject, both of private and social 
praver. Public discourses upon the 
Sabbath had not been, either unu- 
sually pungent or alarming. In the 
month of August, preceding the 
time above mentioned, a religious 
conference was requested by the 
head of a family in that part of the 
society in which the attention began. 
On the preceding evening there was 
a ball in the room belonging to 
another family living in the same 
house. At this ball, a young per- 
son was deeply and seriously im- 
pressed with the vanity and wicked- 
ness of the amusement. She re- 
solved never to attend another. 
The next day at the conference, 
a young man belonging to the fami- 
ly became a subject of serious im- 
pression. Another man, who came 
to the meeting to oblige some of 
his family and to gratify curiosity, 
was fully convinced, by the observa- 
tions made on some parts of 1 Cor. 
xv. of the error of universalism, to 
which he was before inclined. At 
a district catechising, one or two 
more persons were seriously im- 
pressed by the observations which 
were made. Little, or nothing of 
these instances of conviction and 
impression was publicly known until 
after the conference in the last of 
October or first of November. 
During this meeting, five or six 
young persons were deeply afiected 
with a sense of sin and danger. 
From this time a serious attention 
was noticeable. When the next 
private religious meeting was hold- 
en, the prospect was encouraging. 
Soon after this, at the close of a 
meeting, the wrier was requested, 
bv the youth, to attend a conference 
with them on the evening of the an- 
nual thanksgiving. Ou this even- 
ing, usually devoted to vain amuse- 
ment, 
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ment, a very large number collect- 
ed. The attention was general, 
deep and solemn. Many became 
the subjects of serious impressions. 
After this, attention to religion great- 
ly increased, and became general in 
that quarter in which it began, and 
spread into other parts of the socie- 
ty. Religious meetings were fre- 
quently attended in different places. 
A weekly lecture was holden, at the 
meeting house, from the early part 
of December to the middle of June, 
1805. The attention began to de- 
cline in the close of spring. 

During the year 1805, fifty-one 
persons were added to the church ; 
twenty-one on the first Sabbath 
in April; ten on the first Sab- 
bath in June; eight on the first 
Sabbath in August, and ten the 
first Sabbath in October ; two others 
at different times. Some of those 
who were subjects of the work join- 
ed to another church. In this year one 
hundred and one adults and children 
were baptized. The subjects of se- 
rious impression and hopeful con- 
version, were, it is apprehended, be- 
tween the ages of twelve er thirteen 
and sixty years. Much the greatest 
number were between sixteen and 
forty years of age. Twenty-five 
were heads of families. Some were 
of the number of the thoughtless and 
gay; some of upright moral charac- 
ter, and trusted that they were right- 
eous, but were brought to see their 
hearts were not right with God; 
some were speculative believers in 
Christianity ; others were wavering 
and lax in sentiment. 

A deep and solemn concern, with- 
out any thing of noise and extrava- 
gance, was apparent in all the meet- 
ings which the writer attended. In 
those meetings there was a great 
freedom in conversation upon relig- 
ious subjects. All were convinced 
of the importance of religion, and of 
their sinfulness and danger. They 
were sensible that their hearts were 
entirely irreconciled to God, his law 
and government ; of their entire de- 
pendence on him and need of renew- 
ing by the special influences of the 
Divine Spirit. They were made to 
feel that God would be just in giv- 
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ing them'up to the way they had chos- 
en, and in making them the monu- 
ments of his endless displeasure. 
Convictions were various in differ- 
ent persons, both in duration and de- 
gree. The conversation, habits and 
tenour of life of many have under- 
gone a great change. No instances 
of immorality and apostacy have as 
yet been known among those who 
made a profession of religion. Rea- 
sons still remain to support the be- 
lief that their goodness was not asa 
morning cloud and early dew, which 
pass quickly away. Happy effects 
are yet visible. There are, appar- 
ently, yet fruits unto holiness, and it 
om, the end will be everlasting 
life. 

This is a general, unexaggerated 
account of what has taken place. If 
a detail of some particular cases 
should be deemed desirable and ex- 
pedient, and the consent of individu- 
als be obtained, something further 
may be expected in a future Num- 
ber. ELISHA FISK. 

Wrentham, April 2, 1807. 


FOREIGN. 
EDINBURGH SOCIETY’S MISSION 
TO TARTARY. 
Concluded from page 40. 


On the 9th, the Jetson Effendi 
came to us early in the morning, se 
that we got little rest. He brought 
along with him the New Testament, 
and returned it; but we requested 
him to keep it, telling him, that as we 


_ had some more copies of it, we should 


be glad that he kept this one and 
read it carefully by himself, and that 
he might give it tothe other Effendis 
around him to do the same. He accor- 
dingly accepted of it, and also of a 
copy of our Tract, with which he im- 
mediately sat down and began toread. 


After a good dealofconversation with 


him and the people around us, we 
bade them farewel, and rede off. 
We had not travelled above an hour, 
till we came up with a party of Tar- 
tars ; we founa that they were escort- 
ing home the daughter of the lately 
deceased sultan, who had been di- 

vorced 
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yorced from the Chief to whom she 
was lately married. On receiving 
this information, our Effendi dis- 
mounted, and went to pay his res- 
pects tothe lady. He said it was 
unlawful for us to accompany him. 
On his return, we proceeded on our 
journey, but had not travelled above 
two versts, when looking behind us, 
we saw a manriding after us as hard 
as he could. Oncoming nearer, we 
perceived that it was the Jetson 
Doctor with the New Testament and 
Tract in his hand. He rode up to 
us, and begged of us to take them 
back again, for he was afraid of the 
rage of the people if he kept them in 
his possession. After he was gone, 
we laid them on the road, Knowing 
that they would soon be picked up 
by some of the people in the neigh- 
bourhood. The circumstances of the 
divorced wife, and the secresy in 
which she was kept for fear 
of our seeing hers together with 
the Effendi’s returning the books, 
furnished us with ample topics 
ef conversation, and afforded us 
an excellent opportunity of point- 
ing out to our little congregation the 
unlawfulness of polygamy, and its 
evil consequences, not only on indi- 
viduals and families, but-on society in 
general. We exposed to them the 
low and grovelling tendency of their 
religion, which led them to seek 
their greatest satisfaction in the 
gratification of fleshly appetites, and 
even to look for nothing higher in 
another world than the enjoyment of 
sensual pleasures. 

We travelled on till about three 
in the afternoon, when we halted at 
a large vilage. Ina short time, we 
were surrounded by numbers of peo- 
ple, among whom were several 
-Priests and Effendis. After a good 
deal of conversation, we offered 
them some of our tracts, which they 
accepted, and promised to read. 
The natives of this village were 
very kind to us, and gave us a lamb 
to take with us for our supper. 
About eight in the evening, we 


-came.near to a village, where we saw 
an old man sitting upon the grass, - 


with a number ef people around him 


[ July, 


engaged.in prayer. This old man we 
found to be their Effendi. He appear- 
ed to be above 60 years. of age. Many 
of the people crowded about us; 
but we could not get the old Effendi 
to enter into any religious conversa- 
tion with us... He took’ Shellive 
aside, and told him that he thought 
ita very improper thing for us to 
be going about the country ; for we 
had too much knowledge, and might 


do a great deal of harm by influenc- ° 


ing the minds of the people... We 
found the people here in great con- 
sternation on account of the day of 
judgment, which. their Effendi had 
assured them would take place in 
55. years. Several of them very 
anxiously inquired of us ‘what we 
thought of the matter. This afford- 
ed us a good opportunity of preach- 
ing to them the gospel., We en- 
deavoured to set before them the 
misery of their condition as sinners, 
and the inevitable destruction that 
would certainly overtake them, if 
they rejected the offers of salvation 
through Jesus Christ, by whom alone 
they could be saved. With regard 
to the day of judgment, we told 
them that many things were to take 
place before that day arrived, and 
particularly that the Christian relig- 
ion was to be spread through all na- 
tions: but it behoved them to con- 
sider well their own situation, and 
remember that in the day of judg- 
ment they would have to answer for 
the manner in which they received 
the offers of mercy which we now 
made them in the name of him who 
was to be their judge. We con- 
versed with the people during the 
most of the night, and early on the 
morning of the 10th we set out on 
our journey. As we were. coming 
out of the village, I dropt one of the 
tracts, which a woman picked up, 
and came running with it to our 
Effendi, asking if it belonged to him. 
He said that it didnot. Upon which 
she told him that she was afraid there 
was witchcraft in it. But he assur- 
ed her it would do her no harm, and 
desired her to take it to the old 
Effendi, and beg of him to read it 
for her ; which she promised to do. 

About 
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About an hour after this, we came 
up to a boy who was travelling on 
the road, at whom I inquired, if 
there were any Effendis in thé village 
where he lived ? He said there were 
two, an old one and a young one. [ 
then offered him one of our tracts, 
which I begged he would carry to 
them. The boy seemed struck with 
terror when I held it out to him, and 
for some’ time could not be prevailed 
on to take it. However, a Tartar 
Chief, who had travelled with us 
the greatest part of our journey, and 
whose mind seems to be a good 
deal influenced by the conversation 
he has heard concerning the Chris- 
tian and Mohammedan religions, 
came up to us and advised the boy 
to take the tract, and give it to the 
oldest Effendi, and beg of him to 
read and consider it. After riding 
this day not less than 70 versts, we 
returned to Karass about nine in the 
evening. 

We cannot tell what effects this 
journey may have upon the minds of 
the people ; but there is a great stir 
among them at present about relig- 
ion. Shellive the Effendi who trav- 
elled with us, is certainly much in- 
fluenced in favour of Christianity, 
as are several other Effendis in the 
eountry around us. The prejudices 
of the people in general on account 
of our religion are much abated. 
It is seldom that any of them re- 
proach us, or any of the people whom 
we have ransomed, on account of 
our being Christians. 

I have printed another tract, of 
which you will receive a copy along 
with this. It contains the substance 
of our Shorter Catechism, and is 
much esteemed by the Effendis. 
Shellive cails it an invaluable trea- 
sure. 

We hear that the Russians have 
taken Derbent from the Persians. 
The plague is raging dreadfully in 
Mosdok, and several other places. 





GREAT BRITAIN. 
London Missionary Society. 


One of the missions of this society 
in Sout Arnica, (viz. that station- 
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ed at Klaar Water) appears by the 
last account from that quarter to be 
in a flourishing state. The number 
composing the settlement is stated to 
be 784, of whom 80 can read. There 
is among them, it is said, “a great 
desire to hear the word of life; and 
numbers are brought to a saving 
knowledge of divine things.” The 
mission at Zaé river, under the Rev. 
Mr. Kicherer, does not seem to enjoy 
the same degree of prosperity. 
A long drought had occasioned a dis- 
persion of the settlers, and the dep- 
redations of the neighbouring Bos- 
chemen placed both the lives and the 
property of those who remained, in 
imminent danger. The school, how- 
ever, still contained 31 children and 
1f adults, and the whole number in 
the settlement was 103. 

A missionary, Mr. Creighton, has 
been sent to the newly captured colo- 
ny of Buenos Ayres, containing a 
population of 70,000 souls. 

A free school is about to be opened 
by this society for the instruction of 
children of Sewish descent, both male 
and female. Grown up females of 
the same race, who wish for instruc- 
tion, may have it at the same place 
from ladies, who attend daily to’ su- 
perintend the girls’ school. . Ch. Ob. 





IRELAND. 


We formerly mentioned that a so- 
eiety had been formed under the title 
of “* The Hibernian Society,” for the 
purpose of diffusing religious knowl- 
edge in Ireland. The committee ap- 
pointed to conduct its concerns, hav® 
lately published a report, which, if 
correct, is highly important, and 
ought to call forth the warmest exer- 
tions of the friends of religion and 
humanity, in order to rescue our fel- 
low-subjects in Ireland from their 
present state of barbarism and moral 
degradation. In the south, the pro- 
portion of Papists and Protestants is 
Said to be 20 to one; scarcely any of 
the former, and few even of the lat- 
ter, possess a copy of the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Schoolmasters are much 
wanted in every part of Ireland ; and 

such 
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such is the solicitude manifested by 
the Roman Catholic poor for the in- 
struction of their children, that itis 
believed they would be willing to send 
them even to Protestant schools, and 
to permit them to read the Bible as 
aschool book. The committeestate 
that they have been forming a plan 
for instituting schools in every parish 
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in Ireland, in which no religious tract 
or catechism is to be introduced, but 
the scriptures only. This isa great 
and good work ; but we trust it will 
be superseded by the provident care 
of the government, which, we un- 
derstand, is now directing its atten- 
tion, too long withheld, to this mo- 
mentous object. Ch. Ob. 
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STATE OF THE FUNDS 


OF THE MASSACHUSETTS MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


The Massacnuserrs Misstonarr Sotrerr, 


to JoHN SimPKINS, Trea/urer, 


Dr. 





aeniemnemns 
He NE at Al a AAR IIL 








—. 





1806. dls. cts. 
May 27. To cash paid John Jenks’ account ; 4 00 
29. To cash paid Rev. John Sawyer, pr. Dr. Emmon’ . order 163 25 
Tocash paid Rev. Daniel Hopkins . . 10 00 
To Rev. D. Hopkins’ order to Jotham Sewall 342 00 
To cash ow Do. for 6 Magazines . - 1 80 
30. To Rev. D. Hopkins’ order to Jacob Cram 288 42 
To James Clap’ s account . 6 60 
To Rev. D. Hopkins’ order to ‘Rev. Mr. Oliver 15 00 
To Lawson Dench’s note . 2 00 
To Rev. Daniel Hopkins’ order to Rev. Samuel Austin, 
for the benefit of two Indian boys . . 50 00 
June 27. To Rev. Daniel Hopkins’ order to Rev. S. Worcester, 
for printing Sermon . .#. 35 00 
July 11. To cash sent Rev. John Sawyer, per his order, who is 
gone ona mission . . 30 00 
Aug. 18. To Rev. Daniel Hopkins’ ‘order to Ensign Lincoln 100 00 
- Oct. 15. To Do. do. to Do. 100 00 
22. To Rev. Dr. N. Emmons’ order to Rev. Curtis Coe, Mis- 
sionary service . ~ . 240 00 
To Rev. D. Hopkins? order to Jotham Sewall . . 84 00 
29. To cash paid Rev. J. Sawyer’s order to Rev. D. Hopkins 22 00 
To Rev. Messrs. Norton and Strong’s order to Rev. S. 
Austin, for books or . 6 66 
To cash paid ten Trustees for horse keeping . 10 00 
To cash paid S. Marean’s account . . 16 62 
Dec. 19. To Rev. D. Hopkins’ order to E. Lincoln . . 200 00 
1807. To Rev. Daniel Hopkins’ order to _— Lin- 
May 11. coln . : - 200 00 
To R. Rand’s bill, and postage of letters . 3 50 
To B. Russell’s bill for advertising 1 00 
To Young & Minns’ bill do. 1 00 
To Adams & Rhoades’ bill do. 1 00 
1807. 1933 85 
May. 26. To balance carried to the new account 3818 97 


$ 5752 82 
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The Massacnuserrs Missronarr Socretr, in account 


Cr. 


dis. cts, 
1894 46 
8 00 
3 00 


1806. 
May. 


26. By do. 


28. 


29. 





with Joun SimBKIns, Trea/urer, 


By balance due per adjustment, brought forward 

By a donation from John Adams, Andover . 

By do. from a Jady in Bath’. . . . . , 

By do. from a lady in Woolwich ‘ 

per Rev. Samuel Spring, from his society 

per Rev. Jacob Norton, from his society 

per Rev. Dr. Emmons, from his society 

By do. per Rev. Samuel Niles, from a poor widow 

By do. per Rev. Jona. Strong, from a friend to Mission- 

ary Institutions, to be laid out in Bibles and Testaments 

By do. per Rev. Elijah Parish, from his society 

By do. per Rev. Peter Sanborn, from John Damon 

By do. per Rev. Samuel Worcester, trom his society 

By do. per do. from females of his society 

By do. per do. from young men 

By do. per Rey. Peter Sanborn, from his society 

By do. per do. from Elizabeth Pratt 

By do. per do. from John Wallare . . 

By do. per John W. Ellingwood, from a — of gen- 
tlemen and ladies in Beverly . 

By do. per do. from Rev. Mr. Emerson’s society 
in Beverly .. ¢ 

By do. from Rev. Daniel Hopkins, as s Magazine money 

By do. from do. do. . 

By a donation per do. from his society 

By do. per do. from anumberof females of his society 

By do. per Rev. Freegrace Reynolds, from his society 

By do. per Rev. S. Walker, from his society in Danvers 

By do. per Rev. Hezekiah May, from his Society 

By do. per Rev. Otis Thompson, from his society , 

By do. per Rev. Tim’y. Dickinson, from Mary Marshall 

By do. per Rev. Leonard Woods, from his society 

By do. per Rev. John Cleaveland, from north parish 
in Wyentham 

By do. per Rev. 

By do. per Rev. 


By do. 
By do. 


Noble Ev erett, from his society 
Elisha Fisk, from his Te 
By do. per Rev. Paul Litchfield 
By contribution at the Old South 
By a donation per Rev. Samuel Austin, from his society, 
and 4 books amounting to 3 dols. 38 cents 
By do. per Rev. Samuel Judson, from his society. 
By do. per Dea. Joseph Torrey, from a lady 2d parish 
Weymouth 
from a lady, do. 1 dol. from a friend to mission, 1 
By do. per Rev. S. Worcester, from a lady in Marblehead 
By do. per Rev. Jonathan Burr, from his society 
By do. per Rev. Asa Lyman, from afriend . 
By do. per Rev. Isaac Tompkins, from Stephen Webster 
By do. per Rev. Joseph Barker, from his society . . 
By do. per Rev. Jotham Sewall, from Hamden 42, and 
from Eastport 30 dols. 
By do. per Rev. John Sawyer, from sey eral tow ns 
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22 
58 
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By a donation per Rev. Samuel Austin, from afriend . | 25 
By do. do, do. 1 00 
By do. do. from a lady 4 00 
By do. do. from a friend , 2 00 
By do. per Rev. Samuel Spring, from his vse 7 00 
29. By do. per John Jenks, 1000 Tracts 
30. By Messrs. Strong and Norton, for Cent money, receiv- 
ed of Mrs. Simpkins, collected 1805 : . 249 75 
June 2. By a donation from Thomas Wales 2 00 
By do. from alady in Medfield 2 00 
17. By do. from a mariner in Beverly 2 00 
By do. do. do. ; 3 00 
Two dozen spelling books, 2 dozen primers, per Nathan. 
iel Long, for the poor on the frontiers. 
18. By a donation per Rev. Kiah Bailey, from a lady in 
New Castle, Maine j 9 00 
By do. per Peter Sanborn, from Joseph Barouft 2 00 
By.do. do. Benjamin Pratt 2 00 
23. By do. per a friend to missions ; . 100 00 
July 17. By do. per Rev. Seth Stetson, from his society . 1129 
By do. from two gentlemen in Ashby : ; 5 00 
Oct. 20. By do. from a friend to missions . . 100 00 
22. Per Rev. Curtis Coe, a contribution at 'F all River 4 53 
from Amos Snell, of Troy 1 00 
from a friend to missions 2 20 
from James Winslow 2 
23. Per Rev. Jacob Cram, contributions and donations, state 
of New York, as per account affixed ; , . 2 3 
Nov. By adonation from a friend , ’ ; 1 00 


Dec. 30. By do. from a young lady in Wey mouth . : 2 00 
1807. 








Jan. 7. By do. froni a friend ‘ : , . 100 00 
15. By do. do. : d . 100 00 
Mar. 13. By do. do. . é - 100 00 
25. By Rev. Samuel Spring, for Magazines : - 232 00 
Apr. 14. By adonation from a friend : . 100 60 
May 8. By do. from Mr. Samuel Walker _ . : 1 50 
11. By do. from donors unknown . 100 00 
15. By Rev. Daniel Hopkins, for Magazines ; 137 00 

By a donation from a lady in New Castle, per Rey. 
Kiah Bayley . : 2 00 
$ 5304 82 
By cash received for tax of persons as per Book . . 448 00 
$5752 82 


Boston, May 26, 1807. 
We, the subscribers, chosen a Committee by the Mis- 
sionary Society to examine the Treasurer’s accounts, 
have attended that service, and report, that we find them 
correctly cast, well vouched, and find a balance in the 
Treasurer’s hands due to the Society of thirty-eight hun- 
dred and eighteen dollars and ninety-seven cents. 


Joun Pearson, 
Thomas M. Crart, $+ Committee. 
Henry Gray, 





























“> Gee 


I gat SR NON 


PR hf OS 


Ue Ang Ned 





1807. | \\\ Last: of Donations. 





MONEY AND DONATIONS 
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Received on ‘Actount of the Massacuuszrrs Mrssron- 


ARY SOCIETY. 


1807. 
May 26. By a donation per Rev. Elijah Parish from his society 
By do. per Rev. Dr. Emmons, from a lady in Northbridge 


do. per do, from his society - - 
By do. from Ward Litchfield pel EB ok Oe - . 
By do. per Rev. Samuel Worcester, from his society - 
do. per do. from the females - - - . 
do. per do. from Mr.“Whitman~— - : ° 4 
By do. per Rev. John H. Stevens, from his society = - 
do. per do. from Oliver Richardson - - = 


By do. per Rev. Cornelius Waters, of bw - 
do. per do. trom his ogy f 
By do. per Rey. John Wilder, from fndies i in his parish 


By do. per Rev. Paul Litchfield, from his parish - - 

By do. from Rev. Reuben Emerson, from his parish 

do. from two friends to missions - : - 

do. from afriend~ - - - ° 

do. do. - - - : . 

do. do. - - - . 

do. do. - - - . 

do. do. - - - . - 

By do. per John Foster, of Andover - . , 

27. By do per Rev. John Cleaveland, from his parish - 


By do. per Rev. ). Burr, from several persons, Sandwish 
By do. per Rey. J. Tompkins, from Mrs. Webster : 
By do. per Rev. Timothy Dickinson, from Mrs. Under- 

wood, 1 dol. and from Mary Marshall 1 do. - - 
By do. per Rev. Samuel Spring, from his society 
By do. per Rev. Daniel Hopkins, from his society - 
By do. per do. from a number of ladies in his society - 
By do. per do. 12 testaments, delivered him by a friend 
By -do. per Rev. David Fullar, of Rowley, from his parish 


By do. per Rev. Peter Sanborn, from his society - 
do. from John Damon - : - : 
do. from five persons as a voluntary tax for 

not rising before sunrise - : - 

By contribution at the Old South meeting - - 


By a donation per Rev. E. Fisk, from a friend - - 
By do. per Rev. David Long, from Lydia Chapin - 
By cash of Rev. Samuel Worcester, for Magazines sold 
By adonation-per Rev. S. Austin, from Rev. Moses Miller 
By do. per do. from Otis Parker - 
By do. per do. from Han. Haven,'3 dols. from alady 50 cts. 
By cash of Rev. Samuel Austin, for Magazines sold 
By cash and books received of Rev. Dr. Emmons, and 
Rev. Mr. Niles’ cent money, received of Mrs. Simp- 
~ kins, to be laid out inbooks = - - - - - 
By a donation from a lady in Bath - - - - 
June 18. By do. per Rev. Samuel Austin, from his society - 
By do. per Rev, Mr. Emerson of Beverly, from his society 


- 


dis. cts. 


14 56 
4 00 
43 14 
1 00 
188 18 
151 00 
8 00 
21 20 
1 00 
8 00 
12 50 
34 
9 
22 
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2 00 
74 5O 
22 50 
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By a donation per Rev. Ezra Weld, Braintree, from his 
society - - - - - 17 8 
By ditto per ditto 30 sermons by Haynes 
By ditto per Fitch Pool, from Danvers, south parish - 66 60 
97. By ditto per Rev. Freegrace Reynolds, from his society 21 28 
July 7. By one Bible from Hannah Chandler, - New ngetomand 
given on her death bed - 


11. By a donation from a friend at the same place - 1 00 
: By ditto from an unknown donor - - 100 00 
‘ By ditto from Mary Wales, North Bridgew ater 2 1 00 
424. By ditto from Rev. Ebenezer Chaplin - - - $00 
% 1646 51 
—2- oo 

a MONEY PAID 
On Account of the Massacuuserrs Mrssronarr Socrerr. 
1807. | dis. cts. 
May 27. To Rev. Dr. Emmons’ order to Samuel Sewall - 198 00 
To ditto’s _ order to Amos Pettingill - 147 00 
To ditto’s order to Rev. Mr. Coe - 72 50 
To ditto’s order to Wm. Riddel_ - - 241 35 
28. To ditto’s order to Rev. S. Austin - 50 00 


To cash paid Rev. Samuel Niles from cent 
256 
money for books”. - - 





To ditto paid Mr. Dench’s account. ° 2 00 
To ditto paid James Clap’s account - » . are 
To djtto paid Mr. Richardson’s bill - o - 13 25 
To Rev. Daniel Oliver’s two bills for books 7 - 37 00 

June 18. To Rev. Samuel ant order to E. W. Ate foe print- 
ing sermon - - 86 37 
To cash paid S. Marean’s bill - - 5 25 
23. To Rev. Daniel Hopkins’ order to Ensign Vteodln - 200 00 

To cash paid neaiga Lincoln for freight of sermons and 
postage - : - - 1 25 
July 24. To ditto paid Ensign Lincoln - - - = 200 00 
$1261 08 

—_——<e + oe -- 


LIST OF NEW MEMBERS, 


In the Massacavserrs Missionary Socrerr, fince May 27, 1807. 


Rev. Joseph Eckley, William Phillips, Esq. 
Dea. John Foster, Eleazer Peakes, 

John Foot, Andrew Peabody, 
Rev. Asa Lyman, Bela Vining, 
Ebenezer Hunt, jun. . William Ward, 

Rev. Daniel Oliver, _ John Wallis, 


Joha Obrion, _ Ephraim Whitman. 





